
Thurston Conservation District Board of Supervisors 
Work Session Topic List & Board Meeting Agenda 

July 22, 2026, 5:00 pm - 7:55 pm 

Zoom Meeting Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/91658577844?pwd=cDgvaC9jcWRBU0luUFFHc1lrb3hLQT09 

Passcode: 2918 

Meeting ID: 916 5857 7844 

Call in: 1-253-215-8782 
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Work Session Topic List 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

1. Topic List Review, All 

2. Staff Presentation: Firewise USA, Jae Townsend 

3. Community Partner Presentation, Biocellulose as an Alternative to Plastic, Leslie Melnyk 

4. Board Recruitment Update, All 

5. Rates and Charges Update, All 

6. Local Jurisdiction Presentations Update, Chair TJ Johnson and Executive Director Sarah 

Moorehead 

7. Important Updates & Announcements 

a. Board of Supervisors, All 

b. Executive Director, Sarah Moorehead  

Board Meeting 

6:30 pm – 7:55 pm 

1. Welcome, Introductions, Audio Recording Announcement 6:30 PM 

5 minutes 

2. Agenda Review 6:35 PM 

5 minutes 

3. Consent Agenda – Action Item 6:40 PM 

A. June, 24 2026, Board Work Session & Meeting Minutes 5 minutes 

B. July 2026 Financial Report 

C. FY26-27 WSCC Sustainable Farms and Fields Funding Agreement 

D. FY26 WSCC Implementation Funding Agreement 

E. FY26-29 Western SARE-Montana State University Funding Agreement 

F. FY26 Simmons & Sons Contracting, Inc. Vendor Agreement 

G. FY26-29 Greenprint Vendor Agreement 

H. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 1: Establishing Policies and Procedures 

https://zoom.us/j/91658577844?pwd=cDgvaC9jcWRBU0luUFFHc1lrb3hLQT09
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I. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 2: Organizational Structure 

J. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 3: Board Meetings 

K. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 4: Board of Supervisor Elections 

4. Public Comment 6:45 PM 

*Three minutes per person 10 minutes 

5. Partner Reports (if present) 6:55 PM 
A. Natural Resources Conservation Service, (NRCS) Tara Donohoe 15 minutes 

B. Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC), Josh Giuntoli  

C. Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD), Sarah Moorehead 

6. Governance, All – Action Item 7:10 PM 
A. Mid-year Budget Review  10 minutes 

B. August 26, 2026 Work Session Topic List & Meeting Agenda Development 

7. Executive Session: To consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of real estate 7:20 PM 

RCW 42.30.110 (1b) To consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of 15 minutes 

real estate by lease or purchase when public knowledge regarding such  

consideration would cause a likelihood of increased price. 

8. Executive Session Report Out – Action Item 7:35 PM 

 5 minutes 

9. Executive Session: To discuss potential litigation  7:40 PM 

RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) to discuss with legal counsel representing the agency 10 minutes 

 litigation or potential litigation. 

10. Executive Session Report Out – Action Item 7:50 PM 

5 minutes 

Adjourn 7:55 PM 

Informational Only Items: 

I. Executive Director’s Report 

 

Important Future Dates 

August 2026 

 Thurston County Fair Tabling  July 30- Aug 2 

 NACD SW and Pacific Region Meeting, Guam  Aug 24-28 

 TCD Board Work Session & Meeting 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. In-person and Virtual (Zoom) Aug 26 

September 2026 
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 TCD Legislative Tour 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Sept 2 

 TCD Closed, Labor Day  Sept 7 

 WACD Board Meeting 6:00 -8:30 p.m.  Sept 21 

 TCD Board Work Session & Meeting 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. In-person and Virtual (Zoom) Sept 23 

October 2026  

 TCD Growers Conference Oct 2 

 TCD Harvest Festival & Bulb & Seed Sale Oct 3 

  WACD Southwest Area Meeting  TBD 

  TCD Board Work Session & Meeting 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. In-person and Virtual (Zoom) Oct 28 

 



Item
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Thurston Conservation District 
Consent Agenda Decision Sheet 

July, 22 2026 Board Meeting 

1 

 
A. June 24, 2026 Board Meeting and Work Session Minutes  

a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken:  
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

B. July 2026 Financial Report 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken:  
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

C. FY26-27 WSCC Sustainable Farms and Fields Funding Agreement 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

D. FY26 WSCC Implementation Funding Agreement 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

E. FY26-29 Western SARE-Montana State University Funding Agreement 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

F. FY26 Simmons & Sons Contracting, Inc. Vendor Agreement 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 
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G. FY26-29 Greenprint Vendor Agreement 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

H. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 1: Establishing Policies and Procedures 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

I. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 2: Organizational Structure 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

J. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 3: Board Meetings 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

K. TCD Policy & Procedures – Section 4: Board of Supervisor Elections 
a. Proposed action: accept without amendment and approve. 
b. Action was taken: 
☐Passed    ☐Moved for discussion during meeting    ☐Tabled to a future 
meeting 

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF THE THURSTON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 
ON July 22, 2026, AND EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

 
SIGNED:  

 

__________________________  __________________________ 
TJ Johnson, Board Chair   Marianne Tompkins, Board Vice-Chair 
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__________________________   
Doug Rushton, Board Auditor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Attest: Sarah Moorehead, Executive Director 
 



Thurston Conservation District Board of Supervisors 

Work Session Minutes 

June 24, 2026 

Hybrid: In-Person and Virtual on Zoom 

Originally Scheduled: 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Actual Meeting Time: 5:00 p.m. – 6:03 p.m. 

 

Present at Work Session: 

TJ Johnson, TCD Board Chair 

Marianne Tompkins, TCD Board Vice Chair 

Doug Rushton, TCD Board Supervisor 

Jennifer Colvin, TCD Board Supervisor 

Sarah Moorehead, TCD Executive Director 

Sophia Barashkoff, TCD Staff 

Taylor Sherrow, TCD Staff 

Ashley Lewis, TCD Staff 

Ben Cushman, TCD Legal Counsel 

Tara Donohue, National Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Erica Guttmen, WSU, Native Plant Salvage 

Foundation  

1. Topic List Review, All  1 

2. Partner Presentation: Native Plant Salvage Foundation, Erica Guttman  2 

3. Staff Presentation: Crew Project Update, Taylor Sherrow & Ashley Lewis  3 

4. TCD Policy 5.9 Public Access to District Facilities and Events 4 

5. WADE Debrief, Executive Director Moorehead & Doug Rushton 5 

6. Conservation and Education Center (CEC) Development, All 6 

7. Local Jurisdiction Work Session Presentations, All 7 

8. Board Member Recruitment & Succession Planning, Executive Director Morehead & 8 

Chair Johnson 9 

9. Important Updates & Announcements 10 

a. Board of Supervisors, All 11 

b. Executive Director, Executive Director Moorehead 12 

Respectfully,  

_________________________________ 

TJ Johnson, TCD Board Chair 



Thurston Conservation District Board of Supervisors 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

June 24, 2026 

Hybrid: In-Person and Virtual on Zoom 

Originally Scheduled: 6:30 p.m. – 8:05 p.m. 

Actual Meeting Time: 6:30 pm – 7:10 p.m. 

 

Present at Board Meeting:

TJ Johnson, TCD Board Chair 

Marianne Tompkins, TCD Board Vice Chair 

Doug Rush Rushton, TCD Board Supervisor 

Jennifer Colvin, TCD Board Supervisor 

Sarah Moorehead, TCD Executive Director 

Sophia Barashkoff, TCD Staff 

Ben Cushman, TCD Legal Counsel 

Tara Donohue, National Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Summary of Action Items 

• None. 1 

Summary of Motions Passed 2 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve the amended Agenda. Supervisor Colvin seconded. 3 

Motion passed unanimously, (4-0). 4 

Supervisor Tompkins moved to approve the amended Consent Agenda. Supervisor Rushton 5 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously, (4-0). 6 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve TCD Resolution #2026-03: Proposing a System of Rates 7 

and Charges. Supervisor Colvin seconded. Motion passed, (4-0).  8 

Supervisor Tompkins moved to approve TCD Resolution #2026-04: Establishing Landowner 9 

Rates and Charges Appeals Process. Supervisor Rushton seconded. Motion passed, (4-0).  10 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve the amended TCD Policy 5.9 Public Access to District 11 

Facilities and Events. Supervisor Tompkins seconded. Motion passed, (4-0).  12 

Supervisor Colvin moved to adjourn the June 24, 2026 TCD Board Meeting. Supervisor 13 

Thompkins seconded. Motion passed unanimously, (4-0). 14 

Full Version of the Minutes 

Welcome & Introductions 15 

At 6:30 p.m., TCD Board Chair TJ Johnson called the June 24, 2026 Regular Board Meeting to 16 

order. TCD Board, Staff, members of the public, and legal counsel were introduced by Board 17 

Chair Johnson. He announced that the meeting was being video recorded. TCD Supervisors, 18 

Johnson, Tompkins, Rushton, Colvin and Executive Director Moorehead attended the meeting 19 

in person at the TCD office. Supervisors Iyall was absent and excused. 20 



 

 

Agenda Review 21 

The Board of Supervisors removed from the Consent Agenda the TCD Policy 5.9 Public Access to 22 

District Facilities and Events to be voted on separately. The Board of Supervisors also decreased 23 

the length of time from 15 minutes to 10 minutes for item 9 Executive Session: To consider the 24 

selection of a site or the acquisition of real estate. 25 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve the amended Agenda. Supervisor Colvin seconded. 26 

Motion passed unanimously, (4-0). 27 

Consent Agenda 28 

A. May 27, 2026, Board Work Session & Meeting Minutes 29 

B. June 2026 Financial Report 30 

C. FY25-27 WA State Dept of Ecology Stormwater Funding Agreement 31 

D. FY26-27 Thurston County Net Ecological Gain Funding Agreement 32 

Supervisor Tompkins moved to approve the amended Consent Agenda. Supervisor Rushton 33 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously, (4-0).  34 

Public Comment 35 

No member of the public gave comment. 36 

Partner Reports 37 

A. National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Update, Tara Donohue 38 

• Ms. Donohue gave an update. 39 

B. Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) Update, Josh Giuntoli 40 

• Mr. Giuntoli was not present. 41 

C. Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD) Update, Sarah Moorehead 42 

• Executive Director Moorehead gave an update. 43 

TCD Resolution #2026-03: Proposing a System of Rates and Charges 44 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve TCD Resolution #2026-03: Proposing a System of Rates 45 

and Charges. Supervisor Colvin seconded. Motion passed unanimously, (4-0). 46 

TCD Resolution #2026-04: Establishing Landowner Rates and Charges Appeals Process 47 

Supervisor Thompkins moved to approve TCD Resolution #2026-04: Establishing Landowner 48 

Rates and Charges Appeals Process. Supervisor Rushton seconded. Motion passed 49 

unanimously (4-0). 50 

Governance 51 

A. TCD Policy 5.9 Public Access to District Facilities and Events 52 

Supervisor Rushton moved to approve the amended TCD Policy 5.9 Public Access to District 53 

Facilities and Events. Supervisor Tompkins seconded. Motion passed, (4-0). 54 



 

 

B. July 22, 2026 Work Session Topic List & Metting Agenda Development 55 

Work Session 56 

• Topic List Review, All 57 

• Staff Presentation: Firewise USA: Jae Townsend 58 

• Community Partner Presentation: BioCellulose as an Alternative to Plastic, Leslie 59 

Melnyk 60 

• Board Recruitment Update, All 61 

• Conservation and Education Center (CEC) Development, All 62 

• Important Updates & Announcements 63 

o Board of Supervisors, All 64 

o Executive Director, Sarah Moorehead 65 

Board Meeting Agenda 66 

• Welcome, Introductions, Audio Recording Announcement 67 

• Agenda Review 68 

• Consent Agenda 69 

o June 24, 2026 Board Work Session & Meeting Minutes 70 

o July 2026 Financial Report 71 

• Public Comment 72 

• Partner Reports (if present) 73 

o National Resources Conservation Service 74 

o Washington State Conservation Commission 75 

o Washington Association of Conservation Districts 76 

• Governance, All 77 

o Mid-year Budget Review 78 

o August 26, 2026 Work Session Topic List & Meeting Agenda Development 79 

• Executive Session: to consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of real 80 

estate by lease or purchase when public knowledge regarding such consideration 81 

would cause a likelihood of increased price. 82 

• Executive Session: to discuss with legal counsel representing the agency 83 

litigation or potential litigation. 84 

Executive Session: To consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of real estate  85 

RCW 42.30.110(1b) To discuss with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential 86 

litigation. 87 

The Executive Session opened at 6:49 pm to last for no more than 10 minutes and concluded at 88 

6:59 pm. In attendance: TCD Board Members Johnson, Tompkins, Rushton, Colvin and 89 

Executive Director Moorehead and legal counsel Ben Cushman. 90 

Executive Session Report Out 91 

No action was taken. 92 



 

 

Executive Session: To discuss potential litigation 93 

RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) To discuss with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential 94 

litigation. 95 

The Executive Session opened at 7:00 pm to last for no more than 10 minutes and concluded at 96 

7:10 pm. In attendance: TCD Board Members Johnson, Tompkins, Rushton, Colvin and 97 

Executive Director Moorehead and legal counsel Ben Cushman. 98 

Executive Session Report Out 99 

No action was taken. 100 

Supervisor Colvin moved to adjourn the June 24, 2026 TCD Board Meeting. Supervisor 101 

Thompkins seconded. Motion passed unanimously,(4-0). 102 

Adjourn 7:10 pm 103 

Respectfully, 

_________________________________ 

TJ Johnson, TCD Board Chair 



t: 360.754.3588  •  www.thurstoncd.com 
2918 Ferguson ST SW STE A Tumwater, WA 98512 

 

 

 

Agenda Item Title:  
 

Lead Staff:  Board Meeting Date:  
 

 

Description/Background: Please provide a description or background of the project.  

 

 

 

 

Fiscal Impacts: Please describe the costs associated with this action. 

 

 

Recommended Action: What decision do you recommend the board make? 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents: Please list below and attach supporting documents (contracts, maps, 

agreements, draft resolution or other documents). 

 

Pros:    Cons:  

 

BOARD MEETING ITEM SUMMARY SHEET
 

Legal Review:        Yes                    No                    Not Required   

Goal of Presentation:      Decision            Information              Feedback   

WSCC FY26-27 Sustainable Farms and Fields Funding Agreement

Susan Shelton 07/22/26

Approve

Technical assistance and equipment funding for the Climate Smart Equipment Rental Program

W120 - FY26-27 Sustainable Farms and Fields Addendum

NA

✔

✔

$41,284 new funding

Funding for a District Strategic Plan priority







t: 360.754.3588  •  www.thurstoncd.com 
2918 Ferguson ST SW STE A Tumwater, WA 98512 

 

 

 

Agenda Item Title:  
 

Lead Staff:  Board Meeting Date:  
 

 

Description/Background: Please provide a description or background of the project.  

 

 

 

 

Fiscal Impacts: Please describe the costs associated with this action. 

 

 

Recommended Action: What decision do you recommend the board make? 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents: Please list below and attach supporting documents (contracts, maps, 

agreements, draft resolution or other documents). 

 

Pros:    Cons:  

 

BOARD MEETING ITEM SUMMARY SHEET
 

Legal Review:        Yes                    No                    Not Required   

Goal of Presentation:      Decision            Information              Feedback   

FY26 WSCC Implementation Funding Addendum

Susan Shelton 07/22/26

Approve the addendum.

NA

FY26 Implementation Addendum

Each year WSCC provides implementation funding to WA State Conservation Districts.

Unrestricted funding for TCD.

✔

✔

Funding for grant administration and other
administrative expenses.







t: 360.754.3588  •  www.thurstoncd.com 
2918 Ferguson ST SW STE A Tumwater, WA 98512 

 

 

 

Agenda Item Title:  
 

Lead Staff:  Board Meeting Date:  
 

 

Description/Background: Please provide a description or background of the project.  

 

 

 

 

Fiscal Impacts: Please describe the costs associated with this action. 

 

 

Recommended Action: What decision do you recommend the board make? 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents: Please list below and attach supporting documents (contracts, maps, 

agreements, draft resolution or other documents). 

 

Pros:    Cons:  

 

BOARD MEETING ITEM SUMMARY SHEET
 

Legal Review:        Yes                    No                    Not Required   

Goal of Presentation:      Decision            Information              Feedback   

Western SARE - MSU Subaward Agreement

Kiana Sinner 07/22/26

Approve

- G234-26-WB803: Montana State University Federal Subaward Agreement
- USDA AD1048: Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion
Lower Tier Covered Transaction

✔

This funding will support local producers through education and demonstration to increase on-farm
adoption of hedgerows, working towards building agricultural resiliency and viability.

✔

noneWill support two producers to implement hedgerows on
their property.
Will provide education opportunities for broader
community.

We will be awarded $60,000.



Federal Subaward Agreement MSU ID G234-26-WB803
Pass-Through Entity (PTE) Subrecipient
Name Montana State University
Address Office of Sponsored Programs

PO Box 172470
Bozeman, MT 59717-2470

Name Thurston Conservation District
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater, WA  98501

SAM UEI: RFVSKKZZLNU4 THURSTON CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

PTE Principal Investigator: Darrell Donahue Principal Investigator: Kiana Sinner

PTE Awarding Agency: USDA National Institute of Food and
Agriculture PTE Awarding Agency ID: 2025-38640-45392-WS3ED

PTE CFDA 10.215 Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education

This subaward is subject to OMB Uniform Guidance
PTE FAIN:  20253864045392

Subaward Title: WLED26-004 Increasing On-farm Adoption of Hedgerows to Build Agricultural Resiliency and Viability Through
Education and Demonstration

Subaward Period of Performance
Start 05/01/2026 End 04/30/2029

Authorized Amount
60,000.00

Subaward ID:  G234-26-WB803
  1. Cost Sharing is Not Required
  2. This award is a Cost Reimbursable agreement
  3. Project Reporting is Required (Attachments 4 and 4A)

Terms and Conditions
1) PTE hereby awards a cost reimbursable subaward, as described above, to SUBRECIPIENT. The Budget and Scope of Work for this subaward 

are shown in Attachments 5 and 5A. In its performance of subaward work, SUBRECIPIENT shall be an independent entity and not an 
employee or agent of PTE.

2) Subrecipient shall submit invoices not more often than monthly and not less frequently than quarterly for allowable costs incurred.
3) All invoices shall be submitted using SUBRECIPIENT’s standard invoice, but at a minimum shall include current and cumulative costs 

(including cost sharing), subaward number, and certification as to truth and accuracy of the invoice as required in 2 CFR 200.415 . Invoices that 
do not reference PTE’s subaward number shall be returned to SUBRECIPIENT. Invoices and questions concerning invoice receipt or payment 
should be directed to the appropriate party’s Financial Contact, as shown in Attachment 3 and detailed in Attachment 6.

4) A final statement of cumulative costs incurred, including cost sharing, marked "FINAL", must be submitted to PTE’s Financial Contact NOT 
LATER THAN sixty (60) days after subaward end date. The final statement of costs shall constitute SUBRECIPIENT’s final financial report.

5) All payments shall be considered provisional and subject to adjustment within the total estimated cost in the event such adjustment is 
necessary as a result of an adverse audit finding against the SUBRECIPIENT.

6) PTE reserves the right to reject an invoice, in accordance with 2 CFR 200.305.
7) Matters concerning the technical performance of this subaward should be directed to the appropriate party’s Principal Investigator, as shown in 

Attachment 3.
8) Matters concerning the request or negotiation of any changes in the terms, conditions, or amounts cited in this subaward agreement, and any 

changes requiring prior approval, should be directed to the appropriate party's Administrative Contact, as shown in Attachment 3. Any such 
changes made to this subaward agreement require the written approval of each party's Authorized Official, as shown in Attachment 3.

9) The PTE may issue non-substantive changes to the Budget Period(s) and Budget Unilaterally. Unilateral modifications shall be considered valid 
14 days after receipt unless otherwise indicated by Subrecipient when sent to Subrecipient's Authorized Official Contact, shown in Attachment 
3.

10) Each party shall be responsible for its negligent acts or omissions and the negligent acts or omissions of its employees, officers, or directors, to 
the extent allowed by law.

11) Either party may terminate this agreement with thirty (30) days written notice to the appropriate party’s Administrative Contact, as shown in 
Attachment 3. PTE shall pay SUBRECIPIENT for termination costs as allowable under Uniform Guidance, 2 CFR 200, or 45 CFR Part 75 
Appendix IX, "Principles for Determining Costs Applicable to Research & Development under Grants and Contracts with Hospitals," if 
applicable.  If the PTE Awarding Agency suspends or terminates the prime award in whole or in part, PTE may suspend or terminate this 
subaward accordingly.

12) No-cost extensions require the approval of the PTE. Any requests for a no-cost extension should be addressed to and received by the 
Administrative Contact, as shown in Attachment 3, not less than thirty (30) days prior to the desired effective date of the requested change.

13) The subaward is subject to the terms and conditions of the PTE Award and other special terms and conditions, as identified in Attachment 2.
14) By signing below SUBRECIPIENT makes the certifications and assurances shown in Attachments 1 and 2.

By an Authorized Official of Montana State University By an Authorized Official of SUBRECIPIENT

Signature Date
Dale Huls, Director
Office of Sponsored Programs
Montana State University

Signature Date
 
 
 
Printed Name and Title

06/19/26 
1 of 23



Principle Investigator: Kiana Sinner 

Institution Name: Thurston Conservation District 

Project Title: Increasing On-farm Adoption of Hedgerows to Build Agricultural Resiliency and Viability 
Through Education and Demonstration 

Western SARE Project #: WLED26-004 

Agricultural producers face economic challenges from the dual pressures of climate change and 
farmland conversion. Agricultural hedgerows can help mitigate these pressures by bolstering local food 
systems while simultaneously increasing climate resilience. Intentional planting of woody plants and 
forbs in a dense and purposeful way in narrow hedgerows removes minimal land from production, 
sequesters carbon, protects and conserves water resources, creates wildlife habitat, and provides 
ecosystem services that enhance agricultural productivity. 

There is documented high-interest level in adding hedgerows to working lands from many small and mid-
sized producers in Thurston County. With SARE funding, the Thurston Conservation District, Native Plant 
Salvage Foundation, and WSU Extension will collaborate to increase the use of this powerful practice by 
expanding outreach and resources for farmers through multiple accessible learning opportunities 
designed to deepen producers’ knowledge on bene ts and a ordable installation methods. Creating 
ongoing demonstration sites widens opportunities for regional agricultural producers to learn from fellow 
producers, increasing likelihood of adopting these practices. Demonstration sites also allow 
practitioners and technical advisors to continue to learn from real-world successes and failures, 
improving guidance and practices over time. 

By April 2029, our team will complete the following components of this project: 

1. Promote natural resource stewardship by establishing hedgerows and developing regionally
adapted planting templates and educational resources. By April 2029, install 2–3
demonstration hedgerows using climate-resilient, site-speci c species; develop 2–3 regionally
adapted planting templates for demonstration sites with species lists, spacing, and maintenance
guidance; produce 8 educational resources (videos, webinars, podcasts, Story Map) to support
hedgerow design/implementation among producers; educate 200+ community members through
events, digital outreach, and success tours.

2. Strengthen farm viability by documenting and sharing innovative marketing opportunities. By
April 2029, document and publish 1-2 case examples showing how hedgerows support crop
diversi cation, value-added products, and improved ecosystem services that enhance farm
marketing strategies.

3. Improve producer/farm-system health by conducting workshops demonstrating ecological
and IPM bene ts of hedgerows. Host 2 hands-on demonstration workshops showcasing
hedgerows’ support of natural-pest enemies/pollinators, and IPM, emphasizing reductions in
pesticide use.

4. Support crop diversi cation by integrating value-added hedgerow species at demonstration
sites. Integrate 3-5 value-added species based on producer needs at each demonstration site.

5. Increase adoption of sustainable agricultural practices by addressing implementation
barriers and testing maintenance-prevention methods. Identify adoption barriers around
funding, labor, installation, and maintenance and produce 2-3 instructional videos and webinars
with supporting documents to address barriers. Use Western SARE Outreach Survey to document
increases in producer understanding and readiness to adopt new practices. Implement 2-3
demonstration projects that test multiple planting and site-preparation methods designed to
reduce maintenance needs.

Attachment 5A 
Scope of Work MSU ID G234-26-WB801

06/19/26 
2 of 23



Attachment 1
Subaward Agreement Certifications MSU ID G234-26-WB803

By signing the Subaward Agreement, the authorized official of SUBRECIPIENT certifies, to the best of his/her knowledge and belief, that:

Certification Regarding Lobbying (2 CFR 200.450)
No U.S. Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the Subrecipient, to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee
of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any U.S. Federal contract, the making of any U.S. Federal grant, the making
of any U.S. Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement in accordance with 2 CFR 200.450.

If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or intending to influence an
officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress
in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the Subrecipient shall complete and submit Standard Form
-LLL, "Disclosure Form To Report Lobbying, " to the PTE.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.
Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by 31 U.S.C. 1352. Any person who
fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such
failure.

Audit and Access to Records
Subrecipient certifies by signing this Subaward that it complies with the Uniform Guidance, will provide notice of the completion of required
audits and any adverse findings which impact this Subaward Agreement as required by parts 200.501- 200.521, and will provide access to
records as required by parts 200.336, 200.337, and 200.201 as applicable.

Debarment, Suspension, And Other Responsibility Matters (2 CFR 200.213 And 2 CFR 180)
By signing this Subaward, the Subrecipient Authorized Official certifies, to the best of his/her knowledge and belief that neither the
Subrecipient nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from
participation in this transaction by any federal department or agency, in accordance with 2 CFR 200.213 and 2 CFR 180.

Use of Name
Neither party shall use the other party’s name, trademarks, or other logos in any publicity, advertising, or news release without the prior
written approval of an authorized representative of that party. The parties agree that each party may use factual information regarding the
existence and purpose of the relationship that is the subject of this Subaward for legitimate business purposes, to satisfy any reporting and
funding obligations, or as required by applicable law or regulation without written permission from the other party. In any such statement,
the relationship of the parties shall be accurately and appropriately described.

Program for Enhancement of Contractor Employee Protections (41 U.S.C 4712)
Subrecipient is hereby notified that they are required to: inform their employees working on any federal award that they are subject to the
whistleblower rights and remedies of the program; inform their employees in writing of employee whistleblower protections under 41 U.S.C
§4712 in the predominant native language of the workforce; and include such requirements in any agreement made with a subcontractor or
subgrantee.

Export Control Limitations
To the extent that any technical data provided, activities undertaken, and articles produced in support of this Agreement may come under
the purview of U.S. export control regulations, the subrecipient shall not export any technical information or articles produced furnished by
the PTE without complying with the applicable requirements of the International Traffic in Arms Regulations and the Export Administration
Regulations, including the requirement for obtaining an export license, if applicable. The subrecipient shall obtain the written consent of the
PTE prior to submitting any request for authority to export any such technical information or articles. The subrecipient shall be solely
responsible for its failure to comply with this paragraph or any applicable U.S. export control statutes or regulations.

The Subrecipient shall require that the language of the certifications above in this Attachment 1 be included in the award documents for all
subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all
subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.
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See Copy of Award Notice Attachment 2A. 

Special Terms and Conditions: 
1. Copyrights

SUBRECIPIENT grants to PASS-THROUGH ENTITY (PTE) an irrevocable, royalty-free, nontransferable,
non-exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, make derivative works, display, and perform publicly any
copyrights or copyrighted material (including any computer software and its documentation and/or databases)
first developed and delivered under this Agreement solely for the purpose of and only to the extent required to
meet PTE’s obligations to the Federal Government under its Prime Award.

2. Data Rights
SUBRECIPIENT grants to PTE the right to use data created in the performance of this Agreement solely for
the purpose of and only to the extent required to meet PTE’s obligations to the Federal Government under its
Prime Award.

3. Carry Forward
Carry Forward 

Additional Special Terms: 

Se Copy of Award Notice Attachment 2A.

4 803
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United States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

AWARD FACE SHEET

Previous Total

15. Project Director/Performing Organization

3. Proposal Number1. Award No. 

6. Type of Action 7. CFDA Number

14. Program Point of Contact: Administrative Point of Contact:

10. CRIS Number

18. Title of Proposal

13. Awardee Organization

5. Type of Instrument

12. Agency (Name and Address)

4. Period of Performance

+ or -

Total

Grand Total

Federal Non-Federal16. Funding: 17. Funds Chargeable

2.Amendment No.

9. Method of Payment

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Shatorya Wallace
Typed Name

Authorized Departmental Officer

Signature Date

FOR THE PERFORMING ORGANIZATION
Signature of person authorized by the governing body of the performing organization to incur contractual obligations. 

Signature indicates acceptance when a cooperative agreement is cited in Type of Instrument (block 5) above.

Typed Name and Title Signature Date

ASAP 38640453923864025000

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Awards Management Division
National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA
805 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105

2025-07731

25-1251500-38640

2025-38640-45392 09/30/2025 09/29/2030through

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BOZEMAN, MT 59717

New 10.215 20253864045392

Cooperative Agreement

Vance Owens

816-283-6925
vance.owens@usda.gov

Alicia Pearson

240-861-8685
alicia.pearson@usda.gov

Telephone: Telephone:
Darrin  Boss Ph.D.
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717-2860

 $10,810,187.00
 $0.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00  $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

Montana State University Western SARE Non-Competitive Renewal - FY25

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

This award, subject to the provisions above, shall constitute an obligation of funds on behalf of the Government. Such obligation may be terminated without
  further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds; such drawdowns may not exceed one year from issuance date of the award.

NIFA-2009

PROVISIONS

Page No : 1 / 

1. Funds in the amount of $10,810,187 are being withheld pending receipt and approval of signed cooperative agreement. Pleae
submit the requested information 30 days from the date of the award to awards@usda.gov with a copy to the Administrative Point of
Contact referenced in Block 14 above.
2. The first of these five-year cooperative agreements was awarded in FY2023 after completing the host institution and NRCCO
competition. This new cooperative agreement is for the third year of the current 10-year award.
3. Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.332, pass-through entities must appropriately monitor subrecipient activities and must convey the
requirements of the Federal grant as well as any additional requirements imposed by the pass-through entity. NIFA reserves the right to
request and review subaward budget information during or after the Period of Performance of this award. Form AD-1048 or other NIFA
approved format must be completed by the approved subawardee(s) and returned to the recipient for retention in the official award file.
It is not necessary to send a copy to NIFA. (https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-1048.pdf)
4. The process for approving subawards recommended for funding by the regional Administrative Council is being determined. If any
subawards involve human subjects or vertebrate animals, the prime awardee will be required to get IRB and/or IACUC approved before
funding those subawards. The project director for this proposal is aware of these requirements.
5. The indirect cost rate agreement is limited to 10% of the total funds awarded. Refer to the cooperative agreement for more details.
6. Please be advised that due to the expiring Treasury authorization, all funds must be drawn down by August 25, 2030.
7. When this award expires on 9/29/2030, it will have run for the full  5-year period, the maximum time currently permitted under
Federal statute for this program.  The recipient must complete the project as proposed and obligate all funds awarded by this date.  No-
cost extensions of time will not be possible.
8. The referenced proposal and any revision thereto- incorporated by reference

This Award incorporates the following:

7 USC 5811, 5812, 5831, 5832, Sections 1619 - 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, & Trade Act of 1990, Sustainable Ag. Res. 
and Educ. Prog.

11.Authority.

8.FAIN

SHATORYA.WALLACE 09/19/2025

3
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United States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

AWARD FACE SHEET

Previous Total

15. Project Director/Performing Organization

3. Proposal Number1. Award No. 

6. Type of Action 7. CFDA Number

14. Program Point of Contact: Administrative Point of Contact:

10. CRIS Number

18. Title of Proposal

13. Awardee Organization

5. Type of Instrument

12. Agency (Name and Address)

4. Period of Performance

+ or -

Total

Grand Total

Federal Non-Federal16. Funding: 17. Funds Chargeable

2.Amendment No.

9. Method of Payment

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

ASAP 38640453923864025000

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Awards Management Division
National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA
805 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105

2025-07731

25-1251500-38640

2025-38640-45392 09/30/2025 09/29/2030through

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BOZEMAN, MT 59717

New 10.215 20253864045392

Cooperative Agreement

Vance Owens

816-283-6925
vance.owens@usda.gov

Alicia Pearson

240-861-8685
alicia.pearson@usda.gov

Telephone: Telephone:
Darrin  Boss Ph.D.
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717-2860

 $10,810,187.00
 $0.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00  $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

Montana State University Western SARE Non-Competitive Renewal - FY25

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

This award, subject to the provisions above, shall constitute an obligation of funds on behalf of the Government. Such obligation may be terminated without
  further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds; such drawdowns may not exceed one year from issuance date of the award.

NIFA-2009

PROVISIONS

Page No : 2 / 

9.  NIFA Research Terms and Conditions Terms and Conditions (October 2024) at http://nifa.usda.gov/terms-and-conditions.
10.  General Provisions found in Title 2: 2 CFR Part 400; 2 CFR Part 415; 2 CFR Part 416; 2 CFR Part 418; 2 CFR Part 422; and, Title
7: 7 CFR Part 3430 - all incorporated by reference and found at https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/fedrtc/rtcoverlay_nov20.pdf.
11.  The Approved Award Budget
12.  NIFA Project Initiation Documents - incorporated by reference
13.  Failure to submit complete, accurate, and timely reports may result in possible award delays or enforcement actions. Federal
Financial SF-425 forms are to be sent to awards@usda.gov. Project progress reports are to be completed in the REEport portal located
at https://portal.nifa.usda.gov. Questions regarding access to REEport should be directed to electronic@usda.gov. Additional information
regarding grant management and closeout can be found at: https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/lifecycle/post-award and
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/lifecycle/close-out.
14.  The obligation of funds may be terminated without further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds;
initial drawdown of funds signifies acceptance of award terms and conditions and should commence in a timely manner within the
award period. Inquiries regarding ASAP Payment Accounts should be directed to the Financial Management Division at
asapcustomerservice@usda.gov.
15.  Prohibition against using funds under Grants and Cooperative Agreements with entities that require certain internal confidentiality
agreements are referenced at https://nifa.usda.gov/prohibition-confidentiality-agreements
16.  Executive Order 14173 Certification. As identified in Executive Order (EO) 14173, Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring
Merit-Based Opportunity, it is the policy of the United States to protect the civil rights of all Americans and to promote individual
initiative, excellence, and hard work. Furthermore, the Secretary of Agriculture has officially established as a priority via Secretary?s

7 USC 5811, 5812, 5831, 5832, Sections 1619 - 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, & Trade Act of 1990, Sustainable Ag. Res. 
and Educ. Prog.

11.Authority.

8.FAIN

3
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United States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

AWARD FACE SHEET

Previous Total

15. Project Director/Performing Organization

3. Proposal Number1. Award No. 

6. Type of Action 7. CFDA Number

14. Program Point of Contact: Administrative Point of Contact:

10. CRIS Number

18. Title of Proposal

13. Awardee Organization

5. Type of Instrument

12. Agency (Name and Address)

4. Period of Performance

+ or -

Total

Grand Total

Federal Non-Federal16. Funding: 17. Funds Chargeable

2.Amendment No.

9. Method of Payment

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

ASAP 38640453923864025000

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Awards Management Division
National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA
805 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105

2025-07731

25-1251500-38640

2025-38640-45392 09/30/2025 09/29/2030through

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BOZEMAN, MT 59717

New 10.215 20253864045392

Cooperative Agreement

Vance Owens

816-283-6925
vance.owens@usda.gov

Alicia Pearson

240-861-8685
alicia.pearson@usda.gov

Telephone: Telephone:
Darrin  Boss Ph.D.
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717-2860

 $10,810,187.00
 $0.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00  $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

Montana State University Western SARE Non-Competitive Renewal - FY25

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

This award, subject to the provisions above, shall constitute an obligation of funds on behalf of the Government. Such obligation may be terminated without
  further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds; such drawdowns may not exceed one year from issuance date of the award.

NIFA-2009

PROVISIONS

Page No : 3 3/ 

Memorandum 1078-004 the assurance that the Department?s grants, cooperative agreements, and other similar arrangements do not
support programs or organizations that promote or take part in diversity, equity, and inclusion (?DEI?) initiatives or any other initiatives
that discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or another protected characteristic. By applying for or
accepting federal funds from USDA, recipient(s) certify compliance with all applicable Federal antidiscrimination laws and that
complying with those laws is a material condition of receiving federal funding for purposes of 31 U.S.C. ? 3729(b)(4). Recipients are
responsible for ensuring subrecipients and contractors also comply.
17.  If you have any questions concerning this action; please contact the Awards Management mailbox (awards@usda.gov) and cc the
Administrative Point of Contact listed above.

7 USC 5811, 5812, 5831, 5832, Sections 1619 - 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, & Trade Act of 1990, Sustainable Ag. Res. 
and Educ. Prog.

11.Authority.

8.FAIN

Attachment 2A 
Prime Notice of Award MSU ID G234-26-WB803
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ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD : 2025-38640-45392

United States Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture
ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD:
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT NO.

BETWEEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AND
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

I. Purpose
The purpose of this project is to develop and implement a research and education program to promote the development and
adoption of alternative and sustainable farming methods that are compatible with sustained human, economic, and
environmental well-being. This will be known as the "Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program" (SARE)
project for the Western Region.

II. Situation
This program has been authorized under the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990--Title XVI, Sections
1619-1622, 1628 and 1629 (P.L. 101-624) (7U.S.C. 5801, 5811, 5812, 5831 and 5832). There is an ongoing need to
facilitate and increase scientific investigations and education in order to reduce, to the extent feasible and practicable, the
use of chemical pesticides, fertilizers, and toxic natural materials in agricultural production, to improve low-input farm
management to enhance agricultural productivity, profitability and competitiveness and to promote crop, livestock, and
enterprise diversification. There is also an ongoing need to facilitate the conduct of projects throughout the region in order to
study, to the extent practicable, agricultural production systems located in areas which possess various soil, climate, and
physical characteristics, and study those farms which have been, and will continue to be, managed using farm production
practices which rely on low-input and conservation practices.

Farmers and ranchers can contribute valuable experience and expertise through their direct participation and leadership in
projects. It is also important to transfer practicable, reliable, and timely information to farmers and ranchers concerning
practical and profitable ways to adopt low-input sustainable farming practices and systems. The promotion of partnerships
between farmers, non-profit organizations, agribusiness, and public and private research and extension institutions is a
significant factor in the success of alternative farming methods and systems. There is an ongoing need to promote good
stewardship of the nation's natural resources by providing site-specific, profitable, and sustainable farming methods that will
strengthen agricultural competitiveness; satisfy human food and fiber needs; maintain and enhance the quality and
productivity of the soil; conserve soil, water, energy, natural resources, and fish and wildlife habitats; and maintain and
improve the quality of surface and ground water.

III. Agreement

It is agreed that Montana State University and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), United States
Department of Agriculture, will cooperate for their mutual benefit to conduct a research and educational program designed to
promote the development and adoption of alternative farming techniques and sustainable agriculture.

IV. Responsibilities of the Parties

A) MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY agrees to:
1) Maintain a formal organizational structure under the leadership of the project director for the Western Region (as indicated
on Block 15 of the Form NIFA-2009, Award Face Sheet), including the appropriate Technical Committees (TC) and an
Administrative Council (AC), for the purpose of developing and implementing the yearly Plan of Work in accordance with the
operational guidelines developed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA). The list of members who have been selected to serve on the region's AC and TC are included in proposal
number 2024-05772 and are incorporated in this agreement by reference.

2) Utilize the AC to formulate the overall policy regarding research and extension on sustainable farming systems and for the
establishment of goals, priorities, and criteria for the evaluation of projects within the region. Other responsibilities include:
Establish review procedures for the evaluation of project proposals and pre-proposals (if used); appoint the TC and identify
other reviewers as needed; review and act on recommendations of the TC; prepare the annual Plan of Work which
recommends the projects to be funded and the amount for each; promote sustainable agriculture programs at the regional
level; prepare and make available an annual report concerning projects funded, together with an evaluation of the project
activity; and prepare any materials necessary to meet the reporting requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

3) Identify and assess the specific needs of farmers through the AC and TC. The list of members of the AC and TCs and the

Attachment 2A 
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ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD : 2025-38640-45392

criteria used to appoint them are included in the proposal and incorporated in this agreement by reference. Their
responsibilities include: evaluation of proposals from the various applicants within the region; following the procedures and
criteria established or approved by the AC in evaluating projects for the region's Plan of Work; presenting the findings of their
evaluation of proposed projects to the AC; and the preparation of any materials necessary to meet the reporting
requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

4) Continue to pursue the input of public and private organizations in the region having an active interest in sustainable
agricultural farming systems or methods and see that these organizations have an opportunity to participate in the planning
and operation of the region's Plan of Work.

5) Disburse funds to the various public and private organizations, including farmers, whose projects are an integral part of the
region's Plan of Work. Such funds are to reimburse the various direct and allowable indirect costs incurred by the participants
in performing the research and extension projects.

6) Provide NIFA-USDA with copies of materials developed as a result of this agreement and a final report within 120 days of
the expiration of this agreement.

7) Indirect costs of 10 percent of the total direct costs provided under the cooperative agreement are permitted. Therefore,
the recovery of indirect costs is limited to the lessor of the institution?s official negotiated indirect cost rate or the equivalent
of 10 percent of total direct costs.

B) The NIFA-USDA agrees to:
1) Assign sufficient staff from NIFA to work jointly with the Cooperator in the development and implementation of the annual
Plan of Work.

2) Attend AC and TC meetings as necessary to ensure the Plan(s) of Work and progress reports are compatible with the
intent of the U.S. Congress and USDA Policy.

3) Jointly establish specific criteria for the selection of projects submitted to the regional AC.

4) Reimburse the Cooperator for allowable, allocable, and reasonable costs as specified on the Award Face Sheet, Form
NIFA-2009 and the SF-424 budget.

5) Provide funds in the amount of $10,810,187 in this funding authorization under the U.S. Treasury Automated Standard
Application for Payments (ASAP). The total cost to NIFA will not exceed $10,810,187.

C) It is mutually agreed that:
1) This Agreement shall be deemed effective as of September 01, 2025, and shall remain in effect until August 31, 2030.
This agreement will reach the five-year time limitation for USDA awards on August 31, 2030. No-cost extensions of time will
not be permitted.
2) This Agreement may be terminated at any time by either party upon receipt of written notice 30 days in advance of the
intended date of termination.
3) Funds must be drawn on an as-needed basis only. Should there be unobligated funds remaining at the conclusion of the
project, such funds shall be refunded to the NIFA-USDA and any undrawn authorization under the U.S. Treasury Automated
Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) shall be revoked.
4) Provisions of the approved proposal on which this Agreement is based that may not be explicitly stated herein are
considered an integral part of this Agreement.
5) The provisions of Executive Order No. 11246, dated September 24, 1965, Sec. 202, para. (1) through (7) are made a part
of this Agreement. As appearing throughout these paragraphs, the word "contract" shall be construed to mean "agreement"
and the word "contractor" shall be construed to mean the MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY.
6) No member of or delegate to Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this Agreement, or to any benefit that may
arise therefrom; but this provision shall not be construed to extend to this Agreement if made with a corporation for its
general benefit.
7) As a condition of this Cooperative Agreement, the recipient assures and certifies that it is in compliance with and will
comply in the course of the Agreement with all applicable laws, regulations, Executive Orders, and other generally applicable
requirements, including those set out in 7 CFR 1c 103 and in the Department of Health and Human Services regulations in
45 CFR part 46, as amended, which hereby are incorporated in this Agreement by reference, and such other statutory
provisions as are specifically set forth herein.
8) In accordance with 2 CFR part 418, the recipient (and any sub tier recipient), is prohibited from making any payments from

Attachment 2A 
Prime Notice of Award MSU ID G234-26-WB803

06/19/26 
9 of 23



Attachment A Page No : 3 / 

United States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

3

ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD : 2025-38640-45392

Federal funds for lobbying a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or any Federal agency in connection
with the award, renewal, extension, continuation, amendment, or modification of a particular contract, cooperative
agreement, grant, or loan. If any lobbying activity from non-appropriated funds occurs and the application or award action
exceeds $100,000, then the recipient (and any sub tier recipient if applicable) must file certification and disclosure forms
(instructions found in Appendix A & B of 2 CFR part 418). Primary recipients are required to collect the certification and
disclosure forms from their sub-tier recipients and submit them to NIFA-USDA. If required, as stated above, certification and
disclosure forms must be executed before an award action which exceeds $100,000 is made.

9) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR part 180, subpart C, as supplemented by 2 CFR part 417, subpart C, the recipient
agrees as a condition of this award that it shall not knowingly enter into any lower-tier covered transaction with a person who
is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in a covered transaction, unless
specifically authorized by NIFA-USDA.

10) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR Part 421, which implements the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701-
707), you as the recipient must comply with the Drug-Free workplace requirements in Subpart B or (Subpart C, if the
recipient is an individual) of part 421, which adopts the Government-wide implementation (2CFR part 182) of sec. 5152-
5158 of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100-690, Title V, Subtitle D: 41 U.S.C. 701-707).

11) Except as otherwise provided in the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the author or the recipient organization is
free to copyright any books, publications, or other copyrightable material developed in the course of or under this Agreement,
but the Federal sponsoring agency reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or
otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, the work for Government purposes.

12) This award, and subawards at any tier under this award, shall be governed to the extent applicable by the provisions of 2
CFR Part 400, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal awards. The OMB
guidance found in subparts A through F of 2 CFR part 200 is both adopted and supplemented in 2 CFR part 400. Part 400,
along with the adopted 2 CFR part 200, acts as USDA policies and procedures for uniform administrative requirements, cost
principles, and audit requirements for Federal awards. This guidance supersedes and streamlines requirements from OMB
Circulars A-21, A-87, A-110, and A-122 (which have been placed in OMB guidance); Circulars A-89, A-102 and A-133;
and the guidance in Circular A-50 on Single Audit Act follow up. In addition, this award or agreement is governed by the
following administrative provisions:
a) 2 CFR 415, General program administrative regulations
b) 2 CFR 416, General program administrative regulations for grants and cooperative agreements to state and local
governments.

In addition to any other terms and conditions attached hereto, or stated herein, recipients of awards shall be bound by the
Administrative Provisions established for particular programs.
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AWARD FACE SHEET

 $10,810,187.00Previous Total
 $0.00

Darrin  Boss Ph.D.
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717-2860

15. Project Director/Performing Organization

2026-00164
3. Proposal Number

2025-38640-45392
1. Award No. 

1

Revision
6. Type of Action

10.215
7. CFDA Number

Vance Owens

14. Program Point of Contact:

816-283-6925
vance.owens@usda.gov

Alicia Pearson
Administrative Point of Contact:

240-861-8685
alicia.pearson@usda.gov

 1034168
10. CRIS Number

18. Title of Proposal

PROVISIONS

20253864045392

13. Awardee Organization

Cooperative Agreement
5. Type of Instrument

12. Agency (Name and Address)

09/30/2025
4. Period of Performance

 $10,810,187.00
+ or -

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

Total

 $0.00

Grand Total

09/29/2030through

 $0.00

Federal Non-Federal16. Funding: 17. Funds Chargeable

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BOZEMAN, MT 59717

2.Amendment No.

9. Method of Payment

Montana State University Western SARE Non-Competitive Renewal - FY25

 $0.0025-1251500-38640

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Telephone: Telephone:

Heather Daughtery
Typed Name

Authorized Departmental Officer

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Signature Date

NIFA-2009

ASAP 38640453923864025000

Awards Management Division
National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA
805 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105

This award, subject to the provisions above, shall constitute an obligation of funds on behalf of the Government. Such obligation may be terminated without
  further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds; such drawdowns may not exceed one year from issuance date of the award.

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Page No : 1 1/

This Award incorporates the following:
1.  The Cooperative Agreement has been received in the signed Award Face Sheet dated 9/23/2025, and has been reviewed by this
office and the NIFA cognizant program official. Therefore, grant funds in the amount of $10,810,187 are released for expenditure from
Proposal Number 2025-07731.  With this action, all funds for this award are now released. NIFA approves the request as indicated
below:
2.  The indirect cost rate agreement is limited to 10% of the total direct costs . Refer to the cooperative agreement for more details.
3.  Please note that failure to submit complete, accurate, and timely reports may result in possible award delays or enforcement
actions. Federal Financial SF-425 forms are to be sent to awards@usda.gov. Project progress reports are to be completed in the
REEport portal located at https://portal.nifa.usda.gov. Questions regarding access to REEport should be emailed to
electronic@usda.gov.
4.  All other Provisions on the initial Award Face Sheet and any amendments thereto remain in effect.
5.  If you have any questions concerning this action, please contact the Administrative Point of Contact listed above. Inquiries
regarding ASAP Payment Accounts should be directed to the Financial Management Division at asapcustomerservice@usda.gov.

11.Authority:

8.FAIN

7 USC 5811, 5812, 5831, 5832, Sections 1619 - 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, & Trade Act of 1990, Sustainable Ag. Res. and Educ. Prog.

HEATHER.DAUGHTERY 11/20/2025
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ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD:
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT NO.

BETWEEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AND
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

I. Purpose
The purpose of this project is to develop and implement a research and education program to promote the development
and adoption of alternative and sustainable farming methods that are compatible with sustained human, economic, and
environmental well-being. This will be known as the "Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program" (SARE)
project for the Western Region.

II. Situation
This program has been authorized under the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990--Title XVI, Sections
1619-1622, 1628 and 1629 (P.L. 101-624) (7U.S.C. 5801, 5811, 5812, 5831 and 5832). There is an ongoing need to
facilitate and increase scientific investigations and education in order to reduce, to the extent feasible and practicable, the
use of chemical pesticides, fertilizers, and toxic natural materials in agricultural production, to improve low-input farm
management to enhance agricultural productivity, profitability and competitiveness and to promote crop, livestock, and
enterprise diversification. There is also an ongoing need to facilitate the conduct of projects throughout the region in order
to study, to the extent practicable, agricultural production systems located in areas which possess various soil, climate, and
physical characteristics, and study those farms which have been, and will continue to be, managed using farm production
practices which rely on low-input and conservation practices.

Farmers and ranchers can contribute valuable experience and expertise through their direct participation and leadership in
projects. It is also important to transfer practicable, reliable, and timely information to farmers and ranchers concerning
practical and profitable ways to adopt low-input sustainable farming practices and systems. The promotion of partnerships
between farmers, non-profit organizations, agribusiness, and public and private research and extension institutions is a
significant factor in the success of alternative farming methods and systems. There is an ongoing need to promote good
stewardship of the nation's natural resources by providing site-specific, profitable, and sustainable farming methods that
will strengthen agricultural competitiveness; satisfy human food and fiber needs; maintain and enhance the quality and
productivity of the soil; conserve soil, water, energy, natural resources, and fish and wildlife habitats; and maintain and
improve the quality of surface and ground water.

III. Agreement

It is agreed that Montana State University and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), United States
Department of Agriculture, will cooperate for their mutual benefit to conduct a research and educational program designed
to promote the development and adoption of alternative farming techniques and sustainable agriculture.

IV. Responsibilities of the Parties

A) MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY agrees to:
1) Maintain a formal organizational structure under the leadership of the project director for the Western Region (as
indicated on Block 15 of the Form NIFA-2009, Award Face Sheet), including the appropriate Technical Committees (TC)
and an Administrative Council (AC), for the purpose of developing and implementing the yearly Plan of Work in accordance
with the operational guidelines developed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food
and Agriculture (NIFA). The list of members who have been selected to serve on the region's AC and TC are included in
proposal number 2025-07731 and are incorporated in this agreement by reference.

2) Utilize the AC to formulate the overall policy regarding research and extension on sustainable farming systems and for
the establishment of goals, priorities, and criteria for the evaluation of projects within the region. Other responsibilities
include: Establish review procedures for the evaluation of project proposals and pre-proposals (if used); appoint the TC
and identify other reviewers as needed; review and act on recommendations of the TC; prepare the annual Plan of Work
which recommends the projects to be funded and the amount for each; promote sustainable agriculture programs at the
regional level; prepare and make available an annual report concerning projects funded, together with an evaluation of the
project activity; and prepare any materials necessary to meet the reporting requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

3) Identify and assess the specific needs of farmers through the AC and TC. The list of members of the AC and TCs and
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the criteria used to appoint them are included in the proposal and incorporated in this agreement by reference. Their
responsibilities include: evaluation of proposals from the various applicants within the region; following the procedures and
criteria established or approved by the AC in evaluating projects for the region's Plan of Work; presenting the findings of
their evaluation of proposed projects to the AC; and the preparation of any materials necessary to meet the reporting
requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

4) Continue to pursue the input of public and private organizations in the region having an active interest in sustainable
agricultural farming systems or methods and see that these organizations have an opportunity to participate in the planning
and operation of the region's Plan of Work.

5) Disburse funds to the various public and private organizations, including farmers, whose projects are an integral part of
the region's Plan of Work. Such funds are to reimburse the various direct and allowable indirect costs incurred by the
participants in performing the research and extension projects.

6) Provide NIFA-USDA with copies of materials developed as a result of this agreement and a final report within 120 days
of the expiration of this agreement.

7) Indirect costs of 10 percent of the total direct costs provided under the cooperative agreement are permitted. Therefore,
the recovery of indirect costs is limited to the lessor of the institution?s official negotiated indirect cost rate or the equivalent
of 10 percent of total direct costs.

B) The NIFA-USDA agrees to:
1) Assign sufficient staff from NIFA to work jointly with the Cooperator in the development and implementation of the annual
Plan of Work.

2) Attend AC and TC meetings as necessary to ensure the Plan(s) of Work and progress reports are compatible with the
intent of the U.S. Congress and USDA Policy.

3) Jointly establish specific criteria for the selection of projects submitted to the regional AC.

4) Reimburse the Cooperator for allowable, allocable, and reasonable costs as specified on the Award Face Sheet, Form
NIFA-2009 and the SF-424 budget.

5) Provide funds in the amount of $10,810,187 in this funding authorization under the U.S. Treasury Automated Standard
Application for Payments (ASAP). The total cost to NIFA will not exceed $10,810,187.

C) It is mutually agreed that:
1) This Agreement shall be deemed effective as of September 30, 2025, and shall remain in effect until September 29,
2030. This agreement will reach the five-year time limitation for USDA awards on September 29, 2030. No-cost extensions
of time will not be permitted.
2) This Agreement may be terminated at any time by either party upon receipt of written notice 30 days in advance of the
intended date of termination.
3) Funds must be drawn on an as-needed basis only. Should there be unobligated funds remaining at the conclusion of the
project, such funds shall be refunded to the NIFA-USDA and any undrawn authorization under the U.S. Treasury
Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) shall be revoked.
4) Provisions of the approved proposal on which this Agreement is based that may not be explicitly stated herein are
considered an integral part of this Agreement.
5) The provisions of Executive Order No. 11246, dated September 24, 1965, Sec. 202, para. (1) through (7) are made a
part of this Agreement. As appearing throughout these paragraphs, the word "contract" shall be construed to mean
"agreement" and the word "contractor" shall be construed to mean the MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY.
6) No member of or delegate to Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this Agreement, or to any benefit that
may arise therefrom; but this provision shall not be construed to extend to this Agreement if made with a corporation for its
general benefit.
7) As a condition of this Cooperative Agreement, the recipient assures and certifies that it is in compliance with and will
comply in the course of the Agreement with all applicable laws, regulations, Executive Orders, and other generally
applicable requirements, including those set out in 7 CFR 1c 103 and in the Department of Health and Human Services
regulations in 45 CFR part 46, as amended, which hereby are incorporated in this Agreement by reference, and such other
statutory provisions as are specifically set forth herein.
8) In accordance with 2 CFR part 418, the recipient (and any sub tier recipient), is prohibited from making any payments
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from Federal funds for lobbying a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or any Federal agency in
connection with the award, renewal, extension, continuation, amendment, or modification of a particular contract,
cooperative agreement, grant, or loan. If any lobbying activity from non-appropriated funds occurs and the application or
award action exceeds $100,000, then the recipient (and any sub tier recipient if applicable) must file certification and
disclosure forms (instructions found in Appendix A & B of 2 CFR part 418). Primary recipients are required to collect the
certification and disclosure forms from their sub-tier recipients and submit them to NIFA-USDA. If required, as stated
above, certification and disclosure forms must be executed before an award action which exceeds $100,000 is made.

9) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR part 180, subpart C, as supplemented by 2 CFR part 417, subpart C, the recipient
agrees as a condition of this award that it shall not knowingly enter into any lower-tier covered transaction with a person
who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in a covered transaction, unless
specifically authorized by NIFA-USDA.

10) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR Part 421, which implements the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701-
707), you as the recipient must comply with the Drug-Free workplace requirements in Subpart B or (Subpart C, if the
recipient is an individual) of part 421, which adopts the Government-wide implementation (2CFR part 182) of sec. 5152-
5158 of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100-690, Title V, Subtitle D: 41 U.S.C. 701-707).

11) Except as otherwise provided in the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the author or the recipient organization is
free to copyright any books, publications, or other copyrightable material developed in the course of or under this
Agreement, but the Federal sponsoring agency reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce,
publish, or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, the work for Government purposes.

12) This award, and subawards at any tier under this award, shall be governed to the extent applicable by the provisions of
2 CFR Part 400, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal awards. The
OMB guidance found in subparts A through F of 2 CFR part 200 is both adopted and supplemented in 2 CFR part 400. Part
400, along with the adopted 2 CFR part 200, acts as USDA policies and procedures for uniform administrative
requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements for Federal awards. This guidance supersedes and streamlines
requirements from OMB Circulars A-21, A-87, A-110, and A-122 (which have been placed in OMB guidance); Circulars
A-89, A-102 and A-133; and the guidance in Circular A-50 on Single Audit Act follow up. In addition, this award or
agreement is governed by the following administrative provisions:
a) 2 CFR 415, General program administrative regulations
b) 2 CFR 416, General program administrative regulations for grants and cooperative agreements to state and local
governments.

In addition to any other terms and conditions attached hereto, or stated herein, recipients of awards shall be bound by the
Administrative Provisions established for particular programs.

United States Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture
ATTACHMENT A TO THE AWARD:
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT NO.

BETWEEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AND
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

I. Purpose
The purpose of this project is to develop and implement a research and education program to promote the development
and adoption of alternative and sustainable farming methods that are compatible with sustained human, economic, and
environmental well-being. This will be known as the "Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program" (SARE)
project for the Western Region.

II. Situation
This program has been authorized under the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990--Title XVI, Sections
1619-1622, 1628 and 1629 (P.L. 101-624) (7U.S.C. 5801, 5811, 5812, 5831 and 5832). There is an ongoing need to
facilitate and increase scientific investigations and education in order to reduce, to the extent feasible and practicable, the
use of chemical pesticides, fertilizers, and toxic natural materials in agricultural production, to improve low-input farm
management to enhance agricultural productivity, profitability and competitiveness and to promote crop, livestock, and
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enterprise diversification. There is also an ongoing need to facilitate the conduct of projects throughout the region in order
to study, to the extent practicable, agricultural production systems located in areas which possess various soil, climate, and
physical characteristics, and study those farms which have been, and will continue to be, managed using farm production
practices which rely on low-input and conservation practices.

Farmers and ranchers can contribute valuable experience and expertise through their direct participation and leadership in
projects. It is also important to transfer practicable, reliable, and timely information to farmers and ranchers concerning
practical and profitable ways to adopt low-input sustainable farming practices and systems. The promotion of partnerships
between farmers, non-profit organizations, agribusiness, and public and private research and extension institutions is a
significant factor in the success of alternative farming methods and systems. There is an ongoing need to promote good
stewardship of the nation's natural resources by providing site-specific, profitable, and sustainable farming methods that
will strengthen agricultural competitiveness; satisfy human food and fiber needs; maintain and enhance the quality and
productivity of the soil; conserve soil, water, energy, natural resources, and fish and wildlife habitats; and maintain and
improve the quality of surface and ground water.

III. Agreement

It is agreed that Montana State University and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), United States
Department of Agriculture, will cooperate for their mutual benefit to conduct a research and educational program designed
to promote the development and adoption of alternative farming techniques and sustainable agriculture.

IV. Responsibilities of the Parties

A) MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY agrees to:
1) Maintain a formal organizational structure under the leadership of the project director for the Western Region (as
indicated on Block 15 of the Form NIFA-2009, Award Face Sheet), including the appropriate Technical Committees (TC)
and an Administrative Council (AC), for the purpose of developing and implementing the yearly Plan of Work in accordance
with the operational guidelines developed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food
and Agriculture (NIFA). The list of members who have been selected to serve on the region's AC and TC are included in
proposal number 2025-07731 and are incorporated in this agreement by reference.

2) Utilize the AC to formulate the overall policy regarding research and extension on sustainable farming systems and for
the establishment of goals, priorities, and criteria for the evaluation of projects within the region. Other responsibilities
include: Establish review procedures for the evaluation of project proposals and pre-proposals (if used); appoint the TC
and identify other reviewers as needed; review and act on recommendations of the TC; prepare the annual Plan of Work
which recommends the projects to be funded and the amount for each; promote sustainable agriculture programs at the
regional level; prepare and make available an annual report concerning projects funded, together with an evaluation of the
project activity; and prepare any materials necessary to meet the reporting requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

3) Identify and assess the specific needs of farmers through the AC and TC. The list of members of the AC and TCs and
the criteria used to appoint them are included in the proposal and incorporated in this agreement by reference. Their
responsibilities include: evaluation of proposals from the various applicants within the region; following the procedures and
criteria established or approved by the AC in evaluating projects for the region's Plan of Work; presenting the findings of
their evaluation of proposed projects to the AC; and the preparation of any materials necessary to meet the reporting
requirements set forth by the U.S. Congress.

4) Continue to pursue the input of public and private organizations in the region having an active interest in sustainable
agricultural farming systems or methods and see that these organizations have an opportunity to participate in the planning
and operation of the region's Plan of Work.

5) Disburse funds to the various public and private organizations, including farmers, whose projects are an integral part of
the region's Plan of Work. Such funds are to reimburse the various direct and allowable indirect costs incurred by the
participants in performing the research and extension projects.

6) Provide NIFA-USDA with copies of materials developed as a result of this agreement and a final report within 120 days
of the expiration of this agreement.

7) Indirect costs of 10 percent of the total direct costs provided under the cooperative agreement are permitted. Therefore,
the recovery of indirect costs is limited to the lessor of the institution?s official negotiated indirect cost rate or the equivalent
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of 10 percent of total direct costs.

B) The NIFA-USDA agrees to:
1) Assign sufficient staff from NIFA to work jointly with the Cooperator in the development and implementation of the annual
Plan of Work.

2) Attend AC and TC meetings as necessary to ensure the Plan(s) of Work and progress reports are compatible with the
intent of the U.S. Congress and USDA Policy.

3) Jointly establish specific criteria for the selection of projects submitted to the regional AC.

4) Reimburse the Cooperator for allowable, allocable, and reasonable costs as specified on the Award Face Sheet, Form
NIFA-2009 and the SF-424 budget.

5) Provide funds in the amount of $10,810,187 in this funding authorization under the U.S. Treasury Automated Standard
Application for Payments (ASAP). The total cost to NIFA will not exceed $10,810,187.

C) It is mutually agreed that:
1) This Agreement shall be deemed effective as of September 30, 2025, and shall remain in effect until September 29,
2030. This agreement will reach the five-year time limitation for USDA awards on September 29, 2030. No-cost extensions
of time will not be permitted.
2) This Agreement may be terminated at any time by either party upon receipt of written notice 30 days in advance of the
intended date of termination.
3) Funds must be drawn on an as-needed basis only. Should there be unobligated funds remaining at the conclusion of the
project, such funds shall be refunded to the NIFA-USDA and any undrawn authorization under the U.S. Treasury
Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) shall be revoked.
4) Provisions of the approved proposal on which this Agreement is based that may not be explicitly stated herein are
considered an integral part of this Agreement.
5) The provisions of Executive Order No. 11246, dated September 24, 1965, Sec. 202, para. (1) through (7) are made a
part of this Agreement. As appearing throughout these paragraphs, the word "contract" shall be construed to mean
"agreement" and the word "contractor" shall be construed to mean the MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY.
6) No member of or delegate to Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this Agreement, or to any benefit that
may arise therefrom; but this provision shall not be construed to extend to this Agreement if made with a corporation for its
general benefit.
7) As a condition of this Cooperative Agreement, the recipient assures and certifies that it is in compliance with and will
comply in the course of the Agreement with all applicable laws, regulations, Executive Orders, and other generally
applicable requirements, including those set out in 7 CFR 1c 103 and in the Department of Health and Human Services
regulations in 45 CFR part 46, as amended, which hereby are incorporated in this Agreement by reference, and such other
statutory provisions as are specifically set forth herein.
8) In accordance with 2 CFR part 418, the recipient (and any sub tier recipient), is prohibited from making any payments
from Federal funds for lobbying a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or any Federal agency in
connection with the award, renewal, extension, continuation, amendment, or modification of a particular contract,
cooperative agreement, grant, or loan. If any lobbying activity from non-appropriated funds occurs and the application or
award action exceeds $100,000, then the recipient (and any sub tier recipient if applicable) must file certification and
disclosure forms (instructions found in Appendix A & B of 2 CFR part 418). Primary recipients are required to collect the
certification and disclosure forms from their sub-tier recipients and submit them to NIFA-USDA. If required, as stated
above, certification and disclosure forms must be executed before an award action which exceeds $100,000 is made.

9) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR part 180, subpart C, as supplemented by 2 CFR part 417, subpart C, the recipient
agrees as a condition of this award that it shall not knowingly enter into any lower-tier covered transaction with a person
who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in a covered transaction, unless
specifically authorized by NIFA-USDA.

10) Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CFR Part 421, which implements the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701-
707), you as the recipient must comply with the Drug-Free workplace requirements in Subpart B or (Subpart C, if the
recipient is an individual) of part 421, which adopts the Government-wide implementation (2CFR part 182) of sec. 5152-
5158 of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100-690, Title V, Subtitle D: 41 U.S.C. 701-707).

11) Except as otherwise provided in the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the author or the recipient organization is
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free to copyright any books, publications, or other copyrightable material developed in the course of or under this
Agreement, but the Federal sponsoring agency reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce,
publish, or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, the work for Government purposes.

12) This award, and subawards at any tier under this award, shall be governed to the extent applicable by the provisions of
2 CFR Part 400, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal awards. The
OMB guidance found in subparts A through F of 2 CFR part 200 is both adopted and supplemented in 2 CFR part 400. Part
400, along with the adopted 2 CFR part 200, acts as USDA policies and procedures for uniform administrative
requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements for Federal awards. This guidance supersedes and streamlines
requirements from OMB Circulars A-21, A-87, A-110, and A-122 (which have been placed in OMB guidance); Circulars
A-89, A-102 and A-133; and the guidance in Circular A-50 on Single Audit Act follow up. In addition, this award or
agreement is governed by the following administrative provisions:
a) 2 CFR 415, General program administrative regulations
b) 2 CFR 416, General program administrative regulations for grants and cooperative agreements to state and local
governments.

In addition to any other terms and conditions attached hereto, or stated herein, recipients of awards shall be bound by the
Administrative Provisions established for particular programs.
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 $10,810,187.00Previous Total
 $0.00

Darrell  Donahue 
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717

15. Project Director/Performing Organization

2026-00777
3. Proposal Number

2025-38640-45392
1. Award No. 

2

Revision
6. Type of Action

10.215
7. CFDA Number

Vance Owens
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816-283-6925
vance.owens@usda.gov
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alicia.pearson@usda.gov

 1034168
10. CRIS Number

18. Title of Proposal
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20253864045392

13. Awardee Organization

Cooperative Agreement
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12. Agency (Name and Address)
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 $10,810,187.00
+ or -

 $0.00

 $10,810,187.00

Total

 $0.00

Grand Total

09/29/2030through

 $0.00

Federal Non-Federal16. Funding: 17. Funds Chargeable

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
BOZEMAN, MT 59717

2.Amendment No.

9. Method of Payment

Montana State University Western SARE Non-Competitive Renewal - FY25

 $0.0025-1251500-38640
FY-TAS- FDC  Amount

Telephone: Telephone:

Aaron Barhorst
Typed Name

Authorized Departmental Officer

FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Signature Date

NIFA-2009

ASAP 38640453923864026000

Awards Management Division
National Institute of Food and Agriculture/USDA
805 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105

This award, subject to the provisions above, shall constitute an obligation of funds on behalf of the Government. Such obligation may be terminated without
  further cause unless the recipient commences the timely drawdown of funds; such drawdowns may not exceed one year from issuance date of the award.

FY-TAS-FDC Amount

Page No : 1 1/

This Award incorporates the following:
1.  The request(s) contained in the letter dated 12/2/2025 has been reviewed by this office and the NIFA cognizant program official.
NIFA approves the request as indicated below:
2.  The change in Project Director from Darrin Boss to Darrell Donahue.  Refer to Block 15 "Project Director/Performing Organization."
3.  The 10/1/2024 Research Terms and Conditions and the USDA/NIFA Agency-Specific Terms and Conditions shall supersede and
replace the prior terms and conditions between the grantee and NIFA effective upon issuance of this amendment.
4.  Failure to submit complete, accurate, and timely reports may result in possible award delays or enforcement actions. Federal
Financial SF-425 forms are to be sent to awards@usda.gov. Project progress reports are to be completed in the REEport portal
located at https://portal.nifa.usda.gov. Questions regarding access to REEport should be directed to electronic@usda.gov. Additional
information regarding grant management and closeout can be found at: https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/lifecycle/post-award and
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/lifecycle/close-out .
5.  Unless otherwise stated, all other Provisions on the initial Award Face Sheet and any amendments thereto remain in effect.
6.  If you have any questions concerning this action, please contact the Awards Management mailbox (awards@usda.gov) and cc' the
Administrative Point of Contact listed above.

11.Authority:

8.FAIN

7 USC 5811, 5812, 5831, 5832, Sections 1619 - 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, & Trade Act of 1990, Sustainable Ag. Res. and Educ. Prog.

AARON.BARHORST 12/12/2025
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Pass-Through Entity Contacts Subrecipient Contacts
Institution/Organization ("Pass-through Entity") Institution/Organization ("Subrecipient")
Name Montana State University
Address Office of Sponsored Programs

PO Box 172470
Bozeman, MT 59717-2470

Name Thurston Conservation District
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater,WA  98501

Administrative Contact Administrative Contact
Name Katie Olson

Subaward Manager
Address Office of Sponsored Programs

PO Box 172470
Bozeman, MT 59717-2470

Phone (406) 994-2381
Email subawards@montana.edu

Name Susan Shelton
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater,WA  98501
Phone 360-742-2313
Email accounting@thurstoncd.com

Principal Investigator Principal Investigator
Name Darrell Donahue
Address Linfield Hall 207-A

Montana State University
PO Box 172900
Bozeman, MT 59717

Phone (406) 994-5161
Email darrell.donahue@montana.edu

Name Kiana Sinner
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater,WA  98501
Phone 360-972-0407
Email ksinner@thurstoncd.com

Financial Contact Financial Contact
Name Jennifer Von Sehlen
Address Linfield Hall 207

Montana State University
PO Box 172840
Bozeman, MT 59717-2840

Phone (406) 994-4786
Email jennifer.vonsehlen@montana.edu

Name Yan Dong
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater,WA  98501
Phone 360-999-3754
Email ydong@thurstoncd.com

Authorized Official Authorized Official
Name Dale Huls

Director
Address Office of Sponsored Programs

PO Box 172470
Bozeman, MT 59717-2470

Phone (406) 994-2381
Email subawards@montana.edu

Name Susan Shelton
Address 582 Tilley Court SE, Suite 152

Tumwater,WA  98501
Phone 360-742-2313
Email accounting@thurstoncd.com
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Records: As required by Uniform Guidance, 2 CFR 200, or 45 CFR Part 75,  SUBRECIPIENT will 
maintain appropriate and complete accounts, records, documents and other evidence 
showing and supporting all costs incurred under this agreement.  Subrecipient must retain 
all records that are required by the terms of the prime award or may reasonably be 
considered pertinent to the prime award. PTE may verify all expenditure receipts and 
disburse funds in an amount equal to the approved expenditures. SUBRECIPIENT will 
allow access to PTE, the Montana Legislative Auditor and/or the Montana Legislative 
Fiscal Analyst, or other designated persons to all records as may be necessary for audit 
purposes and to determine compliance with this agreement.

Fly America Act: The Fly America Act requires that all travelers and others performing U.S. Government-
financed air travel use U.S. flag carriers to the extent such carriers are available, even if 
their use would cost more.  Even when the entire trip cannot be made on U.S. flag carriers 
to the extent possible they should be used to the farthest interchange point on a usually 
traveled route.  301-3.6 (b)(4)(ii).  Chartered flights are also subject to the requirements. 
Cost of duties, visas and value added tax are unallowable. Receipts of travel expenses 
are required to be submitted for payment.

International Travel: All international travel must be pre-approved by the Western SARE Regional Coordinator. 
Travel expenses related to international travel may not be reimbursed if the trip was not 
pre-approved. Please submit your request in writing via email to the Pass-Through Entity 
PI and and the Pass-Through Entity Financial Contact as identified in Attachment 3 prior 
to making any international travel arrangements.

Liability Exposure: The parties understand and agree that the liability of the State of Montana, PTE, its 
officials and employees is controlled and limited by the provisions of Title 02, Chapter 09, 
Montana Code Annotated entitled, Government Structure and Administration – Liability 
Exposure and Insurance Coverage, and the provisions of Title 18, Chapter 01, Part 4 
entitled, Contract Actions Against the State. Any provision of this agreement, whether or 
not incorporated herein by reference or otherwise, will be controlled, limited and otherwise 
modified to limit any liability of the State of Montana, PTE, its officials and employees to 
that set forth in the above cited laws.

Non-Discrimination: SUBRECIPIENT agrees that no part of this subaward will be performed in a manner which 
illegally discriminates against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, 
political ideas, national origin, sex, age, marital status, physical and/or mental handicap.

Assignment Transfer
 and Subcontracting:

There will be no assignment, transfer, or subcontracting of this agreement, or of any 
interest in this agreement, unless both parties agree in writing. No services required under 
this agreement may be performed by individuals not subject to this agreement unless both 
parties agree in writing.

Use of Names: Neither party will include the name of the other party or any of its employees in any 
advertising, sales promotion or other publicity matter without the prior written consent of 
the other party.

Reporting
Requirements:

SUBRECIPIENT will provide to PTE any requested reports necessary to the completion of 
the prime award, and as detailed in Attachment 4A.

Rebudgeting: Rebudgeting from one category to another is permissible to carry out the original 
approved plan of work as described in Attachment 5A. Rebudgeting between budget 
categories in excess of 10% of the overall award amount will require pre-approval. Please 
follow the directions provided on the Western SARE website (westernsare.org - see 
"Documents for Managing a Grant") for submitting a re-budget request.
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Attachment 4A
Subaward Agreement Additional

Reporting Requirements
MSU ID G234-26-WB803

All reports should be submitted on the National SARE Electronic Reporting System available at http://projects.sare.org;
reference Western SARE Project Number WLED26-004 for reporting purposes. SARE Reporting System Instructions can
be accessed at this website: https://projects.sare.org/sare-reporting-system-instructions/

Progress reports are REQUIRED and due annually on January 31st of each year the project is ongoing.
Progress Report # 1 due: 1/31/2027
Progress Report # 2 due: 1/31/2028

A final report is REQUIRED and due no later than 60 days from the project end date. The final report is due by 06/30/2029

Note: 10% of the total award budget is held pending receipt and approval of the final report.

Please make a note of the reporting requirements and due dates above. Delinquent and/or unsatisfactory reporting will
delay reimbursement of expenditures incurred after the report due date until the reporting requirements are met. Failure to
satisfactorily meet the above reporting requirements may result in early termination of your project and forfeiture of remaining funds.
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Attachment 5
Subaward Budget MSU ID  G234-26-WB803

SUBAWARD EXPENSE BUDGET
COST REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES - NO PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE

Amount
Salaries 21,106.00
Benefits 6,960.00
Sub Awards 23,207.00
Contracted Services 0.00
Supplies 3,887.00
Communication 0.00
Foreign Travel 0.00
Domestic Travel 630.00
Rent 0.00
Repair and Maint 0.00
Awards 0.00
Participant Support 0.00
Capital Equipment 0.00
Major Renovations 0.00
Facilities and Admin 4,210.00
TOTAL 60,000.00

Facilities and Admin (IDC) Basis: MTDC less equip, sub, part supp,awa Rate: 7.5462% Base Amount: 55,790.00
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Attachment 6
Subaward Invoice Procedures MSU ID G234-26-WB803

Email or mail invoices to:

Pass-Through Entity Financial Contact

Name Jennifer Von Sehlen
Address Linfield Hall 207

Montana State University
PO Box 172840
Bozeman, MT 59717-2840

Phone (406) 994-4786
Email

Invoices must meet the requirements of the Agreement Terms and Conditions.  Invoices that do 
not meet these requirements may be returned to Subrecipient.

1) Reference the MSU Subaward ID G234-26-WB803 on all invoices.

2) Include current and cumulative costs by budget category (including cost sharing if required) on all invoices.

3) Invoices should be submitted monthly, or no less frequently than quarterly.  Include period covered by the invoice.

4) Invoices must be signed, dated and certified as to truth and accuracy.  Invoices or vouchers requesting payment will
include a certification, signed by an authorized official, which reads as follows: "By signing this report, I certify to the
best of my knowledge and belief that the report is true, complete, and accurate, and the expenditures,
disbursements and cash receipts are for the purposes and objectives set forth in the terms and conditions of the
Federal award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent information, or the omission of any material fact,
may subject me to criminal, civil or administrative penalties for fraud, false statements, false claims or otherwise.
(U.S. Code Title 18, Section 1001 and Title 31, Sections 3729–3730 and 3801–3812)."
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AD-1048 OMB No. 0505-0027 
Expiration Date: 09/30/2025

Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion 
Lower Tier Covered Transactions 

The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. § 552a, as amended). This certification is required by the regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, and 2 CFR §§ 180.300, 180.335, Participants' responsibilities. The regulations were 
amended and published on August 31, 2005, in 70 Fed. Reg. 51865-51880. Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the Department of 
Agriculture agency offering the proposed covered transaction.  

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of 
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0505-0027. The time required to 
complete this information collection is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The provisions of appropriate criminal or 
civil fraud, privacy, and other statutes may be applicable to the information provided.

(Read instructions on page two before completing certification.) 

A. The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is
presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation
in this transaction by any Federal department or agency;

B. Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such
prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

ORGANIZATION NAME PR/AWARD NUMBER OR PROJECT NAME 

NAME(S) AND TITLE(S) OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE(S) 

SIGNATURE DATE 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint 
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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Instructions for Certification 

(1) By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out on page 1 in
accordance with these instructions.

(2) The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was
entered into. If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in
addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the Department or agency with which this transaction originated
may pursue available remedies, including suspension or debarment.

(3) The prospective lower tier participant must provide immediate written notice to the person(s) to which this proposal is submitted
if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become
erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

(4) The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person,
""primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, have the meanings set
out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of the rules implementing Executive Order 12549, at 2 CFR Parts 180 and 417. You
may contact the Department or agency to which this proposal is being submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those
regulations.

(5) The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered
into, it may not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the Department or agency
with which this transaction originated.

(6) The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will include this clause titled "Certification
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions," without
modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

(7) A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction
that is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the
certification is erroneous. A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its
principals. Each participant may, but is not required to, check the General Services Administration’s System for Award
Management Exclusions database.

(8) Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records to render in good faith the
certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is
normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.

(9) Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (5) of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly
enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the Department or agency
with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.
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Agenda Item Title:  
 

Lead Staff:  Board Meeting Date:  
 

 

Description/Background: Please provide a description or background of the project.  

 

 

 

 

Fiscal Impacts: Please describe the costs associated with this action. 

 

 

Recommended Action: What decision do you recommend the board make? 

 

 

 

Supporting Documents: Please list below and attach supporting documents (contracts, maps, 

agreements, draft resolution or other documents). 

 

Pros:    Cons:  

 

BOARD MEETING ITEM SUMMARY SHEET
 

Legal Review:        Yes                    No                    Not Required   

Goal of Presentation:      Decision            Information              Feedback   

FY26 Simmons & Sons Contraction, Inc.

Katrinka Hibler 07/22/26

Approve

✔

The attached contract includes our standard construction contract language, the contractor's bid packet,
the project specifications and project plans, and the scope of work defined in the bid package.

The contract bid price is in line with the engineers
estimate of cost for the project. We have the funding
allocated and it must be spent by the middle of 2027.
The permit fish window requires that the work be
completed by the end of September. Approving this
contract will allow for this work to be completed.

The costs associated with this action will be covered by the WSCC Riparian Grant Program.

This is a Riparian Grant Program District Implemented Project that involves removing hard armor from the
bank of Green Cove Creek, removing asphalt from the riparian buffer, and replanting. This contract also
provides for delivery of mulch to be used by the TCD crew for a planting project on an adjacent property.

NA

✔
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Contract 

Green Cove Creek Habitat Restoration Project #2026-08 

 

Construction Contract 

This contract, made and entered into this 22 day of July, 2026,  shall be the agreed basis of 

performing the following work by and between Thurston Conservation District, hereinafter 

referred to as the Owner, and Simmons & Sons Contracting, Inc. hereinafter referred to as the 

Contractor. 

 

WITNESSETH:   Whereas the parties hereto have covenanted and by these presents do covenant 

and agree with each other as follows: 

 

FIRST:     The Contractor agrees to furnish all material, labor, tools, equipment, apparatus, 

facilities, etc., necessary to perform and complete in a workmanship like manner the work called 

for in the contract documents entitled: Green Cove Creek Habitat Restoration Project 

 

SECOND: Time of Completion:   The work to be performed under this contract shall 

commence as soon as the Contractor has been officially notified to proceed and shall be 

substantially complete by October 30, 2026. 

 

The Contractor further agrees that, from the compensation otherwise to be paid, the Owner may 

charge actual costs to the Contract for any time over the agreed to completion date where work 

remains uncompleted, which sum is agreed upon as the liquidated damages which the Owner 

will sustain in case of the failure of the Contractor to complete the work in the time stipulated 

and this sum is not to be construed as in any sense a penalty. 

 

THIRD:  In consideration of the Performance of the Work, herein contained on the part of the 

Contractor, the Owner hereby agrees to pay the Contractor for said work completed according 

to the Contract Documents, the sum of $36,300 plus  8.3% State Sales Tax consisting of the 

following: 

 

BASE BID and TOTAL CONTRACT     AMOUNT  $_39,312.90 

 



Contract 
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FOURTH: The unit prices are hereby accepted as per the SCHEDULE OF ITEMS 

 

FIFTH: The Contractor agrees to hold harmless to the landowner and TCD from any liability 

associated from injuries or damages occurring to workers implementing the project to the 

extent allowed by law. Contractor shall waive the immunity provided to them under Washington 

Industrial Insurance Act for injured workers to the extent that damages or claims are asserted by 

the Contractor’s workers against TCD, its agents and employees, or the landowner.  Contractor 

will defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the TCD, its agents and employees, or the 

landowner to the extent that Contractor’s workers assert damages or claims against TCD, its 

agents and employees, or the landowner.  By executing this agreement, the Contractor has duly 

considered and accepted this condition.  

 

SIXTH: The Contractor shall procure and shall maintain until final acceptance of the work, such 

insurance as will protect the landowner, Thurston Conservation District, and its supervisors, 

director, agents, and employees, for claims arising out of or resulting from Contractor’s work 

under this Contract Agreement, whether performed by the Contractor, or by anyone directly or 

indirectly employed by Contractor, or by anyone for whose acts Contractor may be liable. The 

Contractor’s insurance shall include contractual liability coverage and additional insured 

coverage for the benefit of the Contractor, TCE, Landowner and anyone else either is required to 

name (as set forth in the schedule below), and shall specifically include coverage for completed 

operations.  The insurance required to be carried by the Contractor and any Subcontractors shall 

be PRIMARY AND NON-CONTRIBUTORY.  With respect to each type of insurance specified 

hereunder, the Conservation District’s insurances shall be excess to Subcontractor’s insurance. 

The coverage provided under the Contractor’s commercial general liability policy shall be written 

on an “occurrence” basis and no policy provisions shall restrict, reduce, limit, or otherwise impair 

contractual liability coverage or the Conservation District’s status as additional insured.  

Not less than five (5) days prior to commencement of the work and until final acceptance of the 

work, Contractor shall provide the Conservation District with certificate(s) of insurance 

evidencing the required insurance coverage with the limits stated below or elsewhere in the 

Contract documents.  Further, the Contractor shall provide the Conservation District thirty (30) 

days written notice of a change or cancellation in coverage.   

 

The Contractor shall maintain no less than the limits specified in the Washington Department of 

Transportation’s Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, and Municipal construction M 41-10 

Section 1-07.18 each of the following insurance coverages: 

 

1-07.18(5) Required Insurance Policies  

1. Owners and Contractors Protective (OCP) Insurance providing bodily injury and property 

damage liability coverage, with limits of $3,000,000 per occurrence and per project in the 

aggregate for each policy period, which shall be written solely on a standard surety provided 

form. No other forms or exclusions shall be accepted, added, or amended to this policy. This 

policy shall be kept in force from the execution date of the Contract until the Physical 

Completion Date. OCP Insurance shall not be subject to a deductible or contain provisions for a 
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deductible, nor shall it provide for any language rendering it excess over any other coverage 

available to a named insured for the claims alleged.  

 

2. Commercial General Liability (CGL) Insurance written under ISO Form CG0001, with minimum 

limits of $3,000,000 per occurrence and in the aggregate for each 1-year policy period. This 

coverage must be on a primary and non-contributory basis only. Products and completed 

operations coverage shall be provided for a period of 3 years following Substantial Completion 

of the Work. At the discretion of the Contractor, the CGL may contain provisions for a 

deductible. If a deductible applies to any claim under this policy, then payment of that 

deductible will be the responsibility of the Contractor, notwithstanding any claim of liability 

against the Contracting Agency. However, in no event shall any provision for a deductible 

provide for a deductible in excess of $50,000.00.  

 

3. Commercial Automobile Liability Insurance providing bodily injury and property damage 

liability coverage for all owned and non-owned vehicles assigned to or used in the performance 

of the Work, with a combined single limit of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence. This 

coverage may be any combination of primary, umbrella, or excess liability coverage affording 

total liability limits of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence, with Thurston Conservation 

District, and the landowners named as an additional insured or designated insured in 

connection with the Contractor’s performance of the Contract. If pollutants are to be 

transported, MCS 90 and CA 99 48 endorsements are required on the Commercial Automobile 

Liability insurance policy unless in-transit pollution risk is covered under a Pollution Liability 

insurance policy. At the discretion of the Contractor the Commercial Automobile Liability policy 

may contain provisions for a deductible. If a deductible applies to any claim under this policy, 

then payment of that deductible will be the responsibility of the Contractor, notwithstanding 

any claim of liability against the Contracting Agency. However, in no event shall any provision 

for a deductible provide for a deductible in excess of $50,000.00. 

 

SEVENTH: The venue for any legal action related or indirectly related to the project will be 

Thurston County Superior Court. 

 

EIGHTH: Boundaries -- Conservation District will supply the Contractor with a legal description 

of the property and/or stake or mark the work area.  Contractor will confine operations to the 

work area and any other area identified for parking and staging use.  

 

NINTH: Labor and Material -- The Contractor shall pay all valid charges for labor and material 

incurred by Contractor and used in the construction of the project and shall keep the property 

free from liens and claims.  However, no waiver or release of mechanic's lien given by Contractor 

or a Subcontractor shall be binding until all payments due to the Contractor under this Contract 

when the release was executed have been made.  Contractor further acknowledges that the 

Indemnification Clause above applies to Subcontractor claims for payment, including liens, 

whether or not those claims have been asserted in formal litigation 
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TENTH: Concealed Conditions -- If Contractor should encounter concealed conditions that were 

not reasonably anticipated by Contractor, such as rock, unexpected subsurface or soil 

conditions, unexpected water, hazardous materials, or other condition that differs materially 

from that which would be reasonably expected by a competent contractor in the trade, 

Contractor will call such conditions to the attention of Conservation District immediately, and 

the contract price and time for completion will be accordingly adjusted for any  delay or extra 

work required to address the concealed condition.  Unusually inclement weather is not a 

concealed condition under this clause.   

 

ELEVENTH: Right to Stop Work – Conservation District shall have the right to stop work for any 

reason and may keep the job idle for no more than one month without an adjustment in 

Contract price.  If the delay exceeds one month, Contractor shall have the right to renegotiate 

the price, and Conservation District shall have the right to terminate Contractor without 

additional payment if the negotiation does not result in a mutually agreeable price.  Contractor 

shall be entitled to additional contract time equal to the length of any delay under this clause. 

 

TWELFTH: Binding on Successors – All of the provisions of this Contract will be binding on the 

assignees, successors, parent companies, and subsidiary companies of both parties. If either 

party is acquired by a corporation through purchase, merger, or consolidation, the provisions of 

this Contract will be binding on the successor or surviving corporation. 

 

THIRTEENTH: Invalidity -- The invalidity of or unenforceability of any provision of this Contract 

shall not affect the other provisions hereof, and the Contract shall be construed in all respects as 

if such invalid or unenforceable provisions were omitted. Further, both parties have negotiated, 

or have had the opportunity to negotiate, all the terms of the Contract. 

 

FOURTEENTH: Amendments and Waivers -- All amendments and other modifications of this 

Contract shall be in writing and signed by each of the parties. The delay or failure of any party to 

insist, in any one instance or more, upon strict performance of any of the terms or conditions of 

this Contract or to exercise any right hereunder shall not be construed as a waiver of any such 

terms, conditions or rights. 

The contract documents include the special conditions which define the order of interpretation 

if conflicts are found. This provision can be found in Section 1-04.2. 

The unit prices shall be utilized for any additive and deductive work within 20% of the TOTAL   

BID, INCLUDING SALES TAX.  The unit price shall provide the Contractor with full compensation 

for the cost of labor, materials, equipment, overhead, profit and any additional costs associated 

with the unit bid. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF:  Thurston Conservation District has caused this Contract to be 

subscribed in its behalf and the said Contractor has signed this Contract the day and year first 

above written. 
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Contractor: Project Sponsor/Owner: 

Simmons & Sons Contraction, Inc. Thurston Conservation District (TCD) 

By: 

 

By:  

Title:  

 

Title:  

Date:  

 

Date:  

Washington State Contractors License No.: 

 

 

Federal Tax Id. No. 

 

 

UBI. No. 
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