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The mission of Thurston 

Conservation District is to 

educate and assist the 

citizens of Thurston County 

in the management of 

natural resources for the 

benefit of present and  

future generations, inspiring 

voluntary, incentive-based 

conservation practices. 
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-ÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
As Chair of the Board of Supervisors, I am delighted to report that the state of your 

conservation district is strong.  As you will see in this annual report, over the past year we have 

been engaged in diverse range of projects, ranging from a multi-year, multi-million-dollar 

restoration project on the Skookumchuck River ð the largest conservation project in our 

history ð to supporting small urban residents interested in producing their own food.   All of 

this work has been made possible by an engaged Board, strong leadership by our Executive 

Director, and most importantly a talented and committed staff of conservation professionals. 

Our work continues to be shaped by the priorities identified in our Five Year Strategic Plan, 

and made possible by catalyzing partnerships with a wide range of tradition and non-

traditional partners.  We have leveraged our local Rates and Charges funding through 

additional local, state and national contracts and grants, allowing us to have increasingly 

greater impacts.  

Over the past year we continued to connect directly with our community through our annual native plant sale, the 

Harvest Festival, a planned Growers Conference focused on climate change, and dozens of workshops and educational 

events.  We have expanded our focus on urban agriculture through an innovative partnership with the City of Olympia to 

build community gardens and connect landowners with potential farmers through the Farm My Yard and South Sound 

Farm Link programs. Our Soil Health program has helped even more people become better stewards of their land, and 

weõve directly engaged thousands of students in conservation through field trips, workshops, and on the ground 

activities.  

At the same time, weõve been focused service to our community, weõve strengthened our management and fiscal 

systems, including transitioning to a new financial institution that is more aligned with our goals and mission.  In 

addition, while continuing to make progress towards our dream of a regional Conservation and Educational Center, we 

planned for a 2024 relocation our office to a new location that is more easily accessible to the community, and better 

meets the needs of our growing organization. 

I continue to be honored to serve our community, and to work with such a creative and talented group of individuals.  

Iõm proud of what we have collectively accomplished and confident of even more success in the coming year.     
- TJ Johnson, Board Chair  

This year has brought a lot of new and exciting changes to Thurston Conservation District ð 

from growing our organization to meet the needs of our growing community, to diversifying our 

programming and developing new partnerships, to moving closer to our dream of creating a 

community Conservation and Education Center. The Thurston Conservation District board and 

staff have been busy working hard to make a difference in our community! 

Thurston Conservation District aims to increase community resiliency in the face of climate 

change. One exciting accomplishment this year is our work to create fire resilient communities 

to reduce the risk of devastating impacts of wildfire to people and property. To support this 

weõve hired Thurston CDõs first-ever Stewardship Forester, secured grant funding to support 

our local fire authorities, coordinated regional fire preparedness planning, and weõre are 

excited to help existing partners fill gaps in community wildfire preparedness.  

TCD is the go-to organization for community members who need help with land management. We accomplish this 

through a wide variety of programs and services that fit our communityõs unique land management needs and act as a 

hub to connect residents with partner organizations for collaborative conservation on the ground. 

We are so grateful for a community with a strong voice to guide our work, for the tireless dedication of our volunteer 

board, and for the expertise and unrelenting passion of our staff that make Thurston Conservation District a truly 

impactful organization, serving this beautiful place we call home. 

- Sarah Moorehead, Executive Director 
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2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ 

4ÈÕÒÓÔÏÎ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÓÉÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ ,ÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
.ÉÓÑÕÁÌÌÙȟ 3ÑÕÁØÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ #ÈÅÈÁÌÉÓ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȢ 7Å ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ )ÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ 

ÏÕÒ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  

American Farmland Trust 

Anchor QEA 

Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife 

Refuge 

Blue Coast Engineering  

Bounty for Families 

Capitol Land Trust 

Center for Natural Lands Management 

Chehalis Basin Partnership 

Chehalis Basin Education Consortium 

City of Lacey 

City of Olympia 

City of Tenino 

City of Tumwater 

City of Yelm 

Community Farmland Trust 

Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis 

Creekside Conservancy  

Dawkins Charitable Trust 

Department of Defense 

Ecostudies Institute 

Farm Service Agency 

Grays Harbor Conservation District 

Green Diamond Resource Company 

Griffin School District 

GRuB 

JBLM Sentinel Landscape Partnership 

Joint Base Lewis McChord 

Lewis Conservation District 

Mason Conservation District 

National Association of Conservation  

Districts 

Native Plant Salvage 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Natural Systems Design  

Natural Waters Design, LLC 

Nisqually Community Garden 

Nisqually Indian Tribe 

Nisqually Reach Nature Center 

Nisqually River Council 

Nisqually River Education Project 

Nisqually Stream Stewards 

NOAA Bay Watershed Education and 

Training 

North Thurston Public Schools 

Northwest Ag Business Center 

Northwest Youth Corps 

NOVA Middle School 

Office of the Chehalis Basin 

Olympia Coalition for Ecosystems  

Preservation 

Olympia School District 

Pacific Education Institute 

Pacific Shellfish Institute 

Partners for Fish & Wildlife (USFW) 

Pierce Conservation District 

Pierce County  

Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus 

Puget Sound Estuarium 

Puget Sound Partnership 

Puget Sound Restoration Fund 

QWG Applied Geology, LLC 

Rainier School District 

Resilient Veterans 

Sentinel Landscape Partnership  

South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement 

Group 

Squaxin Island Tribe 

Taylor Shellfish 

The Evergreen State College 

Thurston Climate Action Team 

Thurston County 

Thurston County Ag Advisory Committee 

Thurston County Environmental Health 

Thurston County Fairgrounds 

Thurston County Farm Bureau 

Thurston County Master Gardeners 

Thurston EcoNet 

Thurston Economic Development Council 

Thurston Regional Planning Council 

Timberland Regional Libraries 

Trout Unlimited 

Tumwater School District 

US Department of Agriculture 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Veterans Conservation Corps 

WA Association of Conservation Districts 

WA Conservation Corps 

WA Conservation Society 

WA Department of Ecology 

WA Department of Health 

WA Department of Veterans Affairs 

WA Federation of State Employees 

WA State Conservation Commission 

WA State Department of Natural  

Resources 

Washington Farmland Trust 

Waterfall Engineering, LLC 

WET Science Center 

WSDA 

WSU Extension Thurston County 

Yelm Community Schools 
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φτφχ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ !×ÁÒÄ 2ÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ 
DOUG RUSHTON CONSERVATION LEGACY AWARD 

Erica Guttman 

Erica embodies conservation ethics in all her work as an educator, advocate, and life-long native plant 
and natural resource conservation enthusiast. She is a founder of the Native Plant Salvage 
Foundation and her work on rain gardens, stormwater management, and hedgerows have impacted 
the entire Puget Sound region. Erica demonstrates this dedication through active partnerships and on-

the-ground work. Weõre grateful for Ericaõs work in our community and partnership. 

LAND STEWARD OF THE YEAR 

Muhammad Ayub, Dancing Goats and Singing Chickens Farm   

Dr. Muhammad Ayub has dedicated his life to learning and teaching others the importance of 
natural resources and agriculture through the cultivation of his working-learning farm in Yelm. He 
and his family provide space for veterans and underserved community members to have the 

opportunity to contribute to the local agricultural economy while honing life skills.    

PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

Jesse Ratcliff, Ratcliff Farm    

Jesse has gone above and beyond in his implementation and execution of Best Management 
Practices on his land and for his cattle operation. This has included the installation of a watering 
facility and exclusion fencing through the Voluntary Stewardship Program. He has always been an 

advocate for working the land in a cost-effective and environmentally friendly way. 

LAND STEWARD OF THE YEAR 

The Townsend Family   

Inspired by their daughter Margaretõs passion for environmental stewardship, Kathryn and Patrick 
patiently worked for 3 years with TCD to design andð in 2023 - to realize their restoration project on 
Zangle Cove. They removed over 150 feet of bulkhead from the marine shoreline, as well as 
numerous tires and other debris. They are excited to share their property as a demonstration site 

for education/tours, so that others can see this example of marine shoreline stewardship.   

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

Heidi Yerrington 

Heidi has inspired numerous classrooms of fifth grade students to work towards a healthier and 
more sustainable environment. She creates a fun and exciting atmosphere for students to find their 
passions in science, conservation, and art. Heidiõs participation in South Sound GREEN as a NTPS 
teacher was helpful in developing and implementing the district-wide Watershed Explorers program 

for all 5th grade students, who now participate in Water Quality Monitoring annually. 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Aimee Richardson,  Creekside Conservancy 

Aimee has demonstrated again and again her dedication to conservation goals. Between pursuing 
multiple funding sources to secure property acquisition in Cozy Valley, Tenino and organizing an 
educational fundraiser event for the Creekside Conservancy, Aimee has a long history of championing 
conservation in the Scatter Creek watershed! Aimee also actively connects the Conservancy with TCD 

and our programs and educational opportunities.  

PARTNER OF THE YEAR 

Ashley Arai, Thurston County 

Ashley listens, seeks to understand, and then uses her brilliant skillset to be a strong advocate for 
voluntary stewardship and the expansion of agriculture in our community. Without Ashley, Thurston 
County residents would not have the new opportunities provided for agriculture through updated 

ordinances that celebrate the efforts of land stewards.   

STUDENT LEADER OF THE YEAR 

Tina Wagner, The Evergreen State College 

Tina brings an excitement and enthusiasm to her work and studies that is contagious. Her ability to 
see complex connections between social and environmental issues makes her a strong advocate and 
leader for regenerative agriculture, local food production, and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation. Tina worked with TCD as an intern and volunteer during the completion of her Masters of 

Environmental Studies at Evergreen in 2023. 
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