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The mission of Thurston
Conservation District is to
educate and assist the
citizens of Thurston County
In the management of
natural resources for the
)zpenefit of present and
future generations, inspiring
voluntary, incentivebased
conservation practices.
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On behalf of the Board of Supervisors, we are proud and delighted to submit

activities over the past year. As you will see, our Board and Staff have been
guite busy identifying and meeting the needs of our community and
advancing the priorities identified in our five year strategic plan. While the
ongoing pandemic has challenged our entire organization to think and act in
new ways, strong executive leadership and our motivated and talented | staff
have not just weathered the storm, but taken the organization to a new level.
Stable and expanding funding has allowed us to add new staff capacity in
critical areas, respond to emerging issues, and move forward with planning
for a new Conservation and Education Center (CEC). The CEC will provide us with both much
needed space for our expanding organization and a location for community education and a site
for demonstrating conservation practices in new and innovative ways. Our partnerships with a

host of | ocal and regional organi zations have

on a range of conservation issues, and our innovative partnership with the City of Olympia to

i denti fy and protect threatened farmland in
as a leader in the emerging and increasingly important field of urban agriculture. With our
passionate and committed Board, strong and well respected Executive Director, and dedicated
and professional Staff we are confident that our successes over the past year will serve as a
springboard for an even more successful and impactful future.

-TJ Johnson, Board Chair

Throughout the year, Thurston Conservation District demonstrated its
resilience and adaptability as we bounded back from the COMI®

pandemic. We enjoyed continuing to help our community members address
natural resource issues important to them and to our region, such as climate
change, food security, species recovery and conservation of our dynamic
and precious landscapes. Through evexpanding partnerships, TCD has
been able to increase targeted support and funding for conservation
activities in our area. Education remains at the forefront of the services
requested by our community members, and we are pleased to have filled a
gap in information sharing and land management training for residents of
our area and beyond. None of this would have been possible without the clear vision of our
excellent Board of Supervisors, the dedication of our professional staff team, the expertise of our
community partners, and the strong ethic of stewardship of our community members.

- Sarah Moorehead, Executive Director

www.thurstoncd.comf (360) 754-3588 3 @thurstoncd
2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512
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Anchor QEA
Beckwith Consultant Group

Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife
Refuge

Blue Coast Engineering

Bounty for Families

Capitol Land Trust

Center for Natural Lands Management
Chehalis Basin Partnership

Chehalis Basin Education Consortium
City of Lacey

City of Olympia

City of Tenino

City of Tumwater

City of Yelm

Community Farmland Trust
Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis
Creekside Conservancy

Dawkins Charitable Trust

Department of Defense

EcoStudies Institute

Farm Service Agency

Grays Harbor Conservation District
Green Diamond Resource Company
Griffin School District

GRuB

JBLM Sentinel Landscape Partnership
Joint Base Lewis McChord

Lewis Conservation District

Mason Conservation District

National Association of Conservation
Districts

Native Plant Salvage

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Natural Systems Design

Natural Waters Design, LLC
Nisqually Community Garden
Nisqually Indian Tribe

Nisqually Reach Nature Center
Nisqually River Council

Nisqually River Education Project
Nisqually Stream Stewards

NOAA Bay Watershed Education and
Training

North Thurston Public Schools
Northwest Ag Business Center
Northwest Youth Corps

NOVA Middle School

Office of the Chehalis Basin

Olympia Coalition for Ecosystems
Preservation

Olympia School District

Pacific Education Institute

Pacific Shellfish Institute

Partners for Fish & Wildlife (USFW)
Pierce Conservation District

Pierce County

The Evergreen State College

Thurston Climate Action Team

Thurston County

Thurston County Ag Advisory Committee
Thurston County Environmental Health
Thurston County Fairgrounds

Thurston County Farm Bureau

Thurston County Master Gardeners
Thurston EcoNet

Thurston Economic Development Council
Thurston Regional Planning Council
Timberland Regional Libraries

Trout Unlimited

Tumwater School District

US Department of Agriculture

Veterans Conservation Corps

WA Association of Conservation Districts
WA Conservation Corps

WA Conservation Society

WA Department of Ecology

WA Department of Health

WA Department of Veterans Affairs

WA Federation of State Employees

Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus

Puget Sound Estuarium

Puget Sound Partnership
Puget Sound Restoration Fund
QWG Applied Geology, LLC
Rainier School District

Resilient Veterans

WA State Conservation Commission

WA State Department of Natural
Resources

Washington Farmland Trust
Waterfall Engineering, LLC
WET Science Center
WSDA

South Puget Sound Salmon EnhancementWSU Extension Thurston County

Group
Squaxin Island Tribe

Taylor Shellfish

Yelm Community Schools

www.thurstoncd.comf3 (360) 754-3588 3 @thurstoncd
2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512
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DOUG RUSHTON CONSERVON LEGACY AWARD
Tom Salzer

Tom has worked with Conservation Districts in Washington and Oregon at a variety
of levels for much of his career, demonstrating a commitment that makes him a
well deserving recipient of our award in honor of our losigrm Board Supervisor,
Doug Rushton. Tom has been described as a selfless leader, a good listener, and a
dynamic problem solver who helps find solutions that work for everyone. His work
has helped to break down barriers to voluntary conservation for generations to
come and leaves a physical impact on our landscapes and in our communities.

PRODUCER OF THE YEAR
John & Susan Dana, 3Ds Alpacas

The Danas willingly made conservation improvements on their property in order to
improve both their agriculturabased business and their environmental

stewardship. They implemented five best management practices which improve
productivity and take better care of the natural resources on their property. The
have also generously shared their about their experience and served as community
leaders in demonstrating their efforts.

LAND STEWARD OF THE YEAR
Geoff & Lorna (not pictured) Mueller

The Muellers have made history by being one of the first landowners to participate

in the large scale restoration of the Chehalis River Basin laid out in the Aquatic
Species Restoration Plan. Their commitment to conserving their property will play a
big role in the preservation of important keystone aquatic species, like salmon.
Geoff and Lornads willingness to share
resulted in shared excitement and interest from surrounding neighbors

EDUCATORS OF THE YEA
Jana Brock & Dixie Reimer, North Thurston Public Schools

During the COVIR9 pandemic, teachers and school administrators found
themselves literally reinventing the teaching profession. Two individuals at the
North Thurston Public Schools, Jana Brock and Dixie Reimer, were the primary
science resource for all teachers (P#& - high school) at North Thurston Public
Schools. They kept science engaging and fun during a pandemic that shook the
lives of every student. We are grateful for their leadership and impact.

PARTNER OF THE YEAR
Heidi Smith, Bounty for Families

Heidi has been initiating and supporting a strong partnership between Bounty for
Families and Thurston Conservation District since 20fi@specially connected to

the Yelm Community Garden project. Heidi and BFF have helped us make
connections with other local groups and organizations and furthered the reach and
impact of our collaborative work. Heidi in particular is a communicative, responsive,
and enthusiastic community partner who tirelessly supports the Yelm community.







