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The mission of Thurston 

Conservation District is to 

educate and assist the 

citizens of Thurston County 

in the management of 

natural resources for the 

benefit of present and  

future generations, inspiring 

voluntary, incentive-based 

conservation practices. 

Washington Conservation Corps members group up before beginning a day of planting at the Skookumchuck River 
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Thurston County 

City of Lacey 

City of Olympia 

City of Tumwater 

City of Yelm 

City of Rainier 

City of Tenino 

Nisqually Indian Tribe 

Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis  

Squaxin Island Tribe 

NOVA Middle School 

North Thurston Public Schools 

Olympia School District 

Tumwater School District 

Griffin School District 

Rainier School District 

Olympia Waldorf School 

Yelm Community Schools 

The Evergreen State College 

Capitol Land Trust 

Puget Sound Estuarium 

Pacific Shellfish Institute 

Pacific Education Institute 

Puget Sound Restoration Fund 

Puget Sound Partnership 

South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group 

Native Plant Salvage 

Nisqually River Education Project 

Nisqually River Council 

Chehalis Basin Education Consortium 

Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge 

Nisqually Reach Nature Center 

Nisqually Stream Stewards 

WET Science Center 

Thurston County Environmental Health  

Bounty for Families 

GRuB 

WSU Extension Thurston County 

Thurston County Master Gardeners  

Nisqually Community Garden  

Olympia Coalition for Ecosystems Preservation  

National Association of Conservation Districts 

WA State Conservation Commission 

WA Association of Conservation Districts  

Mason Conservation District 

Pierce Conservation District 

Lewis Conservation District 

Grays Harbor Conservation District 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 

United States Department of Agriculture 

WA State Department of Agriculture 

WA Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Green Diamond Resource Company 

Farm Service Agency  

Thurston County Farm Bureau  

Thurston Regional Planning Council 

Community Farmland Trust 

Timberland Regional Libraries  

Thurston County Fairgrounds 

Thurston Economic Development Council 

Thurston ECONet 

Thurston County Ag Advisory Committee 

WA Conservation Corps  

WA Department of Ecology 

WA Department of Health  

WA State Department of Natural Resources 

Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus 

Northwest Youth Corps  

Dawkins Charitable Trust 

NOAA Bay Watershed Education and Training 

Taylor Shellfish 

Trout Unlimited 

WA Conservation Society 

QWG Applied Geology, LLC 

Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) 

Creekside Conservancy (Heernett Foundation)

GeoEngineers Inc.  

Northwest Hydraulic Consultants, Inc. 

Thank you to the many partners who have made our work possible, more 

impactful, and more fun during 2020! 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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#ÌÉÍÁÔÅ #ÈÁÎÇÅ  

!ÄÁÐÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ǫ -ÉÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 
Thurston Conservation District staff weave 

climate change adaptation and mitigation 

information based on best available science 

into all of our technical assistance and 

education offerings. Specifically in 2020, our 

staff placed an emphasis on water 

conservation education, forest management 

practices, adaptation and planning for 

natural disasters, and practices related to 

support of beneficial insects and pollinators 

in peopleõs gardens, yards, and on farms. 

Our goal is to help our community 

understand and adapt to the changing 

climate. We are committed to working with 

our community to conserve and protect our 

natural resources in response to climate 

change. As an organization, we strive to 

implement climate adaptive and beneficial 

practices into our office culture and 

environment.  

Screen caption of a presentation about irrigation 

efficiencies in home gardens 

Close up of a òbeetle-bankó vegetated pathway at Calliope Farm. 

2020 highlights 
2 

Landowners impacted by wildfire given direct 

assistance to restore pastures and working 

lands 

94 

Active cooperators involved in Chehalis Basin 

flood mitigation work 

12 

Fewer reams of paper used through 

conversion of materials to digital formatñ

thatõs a whole tree! 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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District staff walk a pasture impacted by the Mima-Bordeaux Fire 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR FIRE IMPACTED LANDS 

Wildfire has become an increasing 

threat to our county and state in 

recent years. The past five years have 

seen the largest two wildfires in 

Thurston County since available DNR 

wildfire records began in 1970. 

 

Both the 384-acre Scatter Creek Fire 

of 2017 and the 268-acre Mima-

Bordeaux fire in September 2020 

occurred during windy weather and 

spread rapidly in areas of preserved 

prairies and working grasslands. In 

both events, many community 

members were impacted, including 

those who rely on grazing grasslands 

for their livestock. 

 

In a joint visit, Thurston CD and NRCS staff were able to provide in-field assistance to those impacted by 

the Mima-Bordeaux fire, providing guidance on post-fire management of their pastures, touching on areas 

such as species survival, forage species selection, and native plant options. In follow-up with those we 

assisted, we learned that our guidance was shared with neighbors and others impacted by the fire. 

 

TCD staff continues to offer technical guidance to making homes and properties Firewise and how to 

restore things like pasture lands.  

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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2020 highlights 
5 

Workshops held focused on home gardening  

 

53  

Farms listed in Farmers Basket buyerõs guide 

created in response to COVID-19 

 

4,902 

Views of the Farmerõs Basket buyerõs guide 

webpage in 2020 

,ÏÃÁÌ &ÏÏÄ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ Ǫ 

#ÏÎÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎ 
2020 offered some unique challenges for 

the local food economy. The COVID-19 

pandemic changed markets drastically by 

reducing whole-sale accounts for many 

farmers and increasing direct sales. 

Thurston Conservation District worked to 

support farmers and consumers through 

this time with increased education about 

home food production, collaboration on 

community food spaces, and increasing 

connections between producers and 

consumers. Check out the article on page 8 

to learn more about the Farmers Basket 

project. 

Collaboration on Yelm Community Garden began in partnership with Bounty for Families, City of 

Yelm, GRuB, Nisqually Indian Tribe, and Yelm Community Schools 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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In April 2020, in response to COVID-19, 

Thurston Conservation District created a 

buying resource guide for local residents 

who might be interested in supporting local 

farms through direct purchase or retail 

opportunities ñThe Farmerõs Basket. This 

resource was created, in collaboration with 

WSU Extension, Thurston EDC, and the 

Community Farm Land Trust, in response 

to our community seeking a way to support 

local food production in the changing 

market conditions during  the COVID-19 

crisis and the stay-at-home order in spring 

2020. Many of our local farms  shared that 

they had been negatively impacted by 

changes in their wholesale and direct-sales 

revenue streams due to restaurants and farmers markets closing. A high degree of 

uncertainty caused many farmers to create new ways for customers to reach them, such 

as new Community Supported Agriculture shares, farm stands, and other creative 

partnerships. The Farmer's Basket, updated and maintained in 2021, contains categories 

for produce, meat, eggs and dairy, and value added products.  

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

THE FARMERSõ BASKET 

Microgreens growing at Ellis Creek Farm Dairy cows in their pasture at a local farm 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

http://www.thurstoncd.com/education/buyersguide/
https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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66 

Agricultural producers received technical 

support 

 

113 

Individuals rented small farm equipment 

138 times 

 

20 

Individual Stewardship Plans written for 

Voluntary Stewardship Program 

Participants 

0ÒÏÄÕÃÅÒ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ Ǫ 

0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ,ÁÎÄÓ 
2020 highlights 

Thurston Conservation District continued offering 

technical assistance and conservation planning 

services to community members throughout 

2020. Our Board and Staff were quick to develop 

and put into place guidelines for contactless and 

physically distant site visits so that one-on-one 

assistance and planning could continue 

throughout the year. We saw a huge increase in 

participation in the Voluntary Stewardship 

Program (VSP), for which we are the technical 

provider. The VSP is an alternative approach for 

counties to meet critical areas ordinance goals 

on private lands while maintaining agricultural 

viability, and we saw a lot of enrollment and 

completed Individual Stewardship Plans make 

their way into cooperatorõs hands.  

Through technical assistance, planning, and 

education weõve been able to promote and 

support the application of Best Management 

Practices and the preservation of our regionõs Voluntary Stewardship Program participation sign 

District Engineer, Katrinka Hibler, inspects the wall of a newly 

constructed waste storage facility with the landowner 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/working-lands/conservation-planning-technical-assistance/
https://www.thurstoncd.com/working-lands/conservation-planning-technical-assistance/
https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

POULTRY EQUIPMENT MADE MORE AVAILABLE 
An exciting change that came to Thurston 

CD in 2020 was the addition of trailers to 

house and transport our two Featherman 

poultry processing units for at-home poultry 

slaughter and processing. Each unit, 

pictured right, includes a stand, cones and 

catch basin, scalding tank and dunking arm, 

and plucker. This bulky equipment is rented 

out on average 18 times per month during 

peak season, and the loading and unloading 

process has long been a hassle for renters 

and District Staff. When COVID-19 forced 

our office to close our doors to the public, 

we knew it was a high priority to continue 

offering this rental service and that the 

current method of rental wasnõt feasible for public safety. As our Board Member Betsie DeWreede put it: òWhen 

the pandemic happened, it seemed impossible that people wouldnõt be able to get the equipment. People had 

ordered birds well in advance, and they really count on it. There was a high need.ó In fact, there was an increased 

need for this service, as nationally more people were raising their own meat birds because they had more time at 

home and were concerned about supply chain disruption and meat-packing plant closures.  

Betsie had long thought that the addition of trailers would be a good thing and advocated for that as a Board 

Supervisor ð other Conservation Districts use them for their poultry equipment rentals and they offer an easier way 

of picking up and dropping off the equipment. While a renter must have a vehicle with a trailer ball-hitch, they no 

longer need to have a truck or vehicle that the equipment will fit in. Now just one person can pick up or drop off the 

trailer. This change in transportation mode coincided nicely with the changes we made to the equipment rental 

process due to COVID-19. We quickly pivoted to offering renter-to-renter hand-offs that could occur entirely 

outdoors or contactless. The ability to offer this continuity in our equipment rental program was incredibly 

important to Board and Staff alike. 

The success of this transition is shown best through the following customer testimonial we received: 

 

COVID-19 upended so many parts of our lives and has undoubtedly caused so much grief and difficulty for our 

community. Out of this bad situation, we were able to do some good. Thurston CD Board and Staff are incredibly 

proud and pleased to have been able to support out community in this tangible way. The team approach between 

This year renting was a bit different. The equipment came in a nice enclosed trailer. We just had to 

hook on and go! The staff were more than willing to support with scheduling and they worked hard to 

accommodate the farmers during COVID while minimizing the exposure of the community by having the 

trailer picked up at the previous renters and dropped off at the next renters home. They also put in 

place a sanitizing regimen for each user before passing on the equipment. We are grateful for the 

employees who manage the equipment and understand the amount of work that goes into this 

program. We personally have made connections in the community expanding our farm to farm 

networking and it has opened our eyes to the kindness of the farmers across our great county. 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/


 

 11 

0ÒÏÔÅÃÔ Ǫ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÅ  

%ÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ 
We recognize the quantity and diversity of 

critical ecosystems within our region and strive 

to protect intact habitat, while working to 

restore degraded areas. Thurston County is 

home to state and federally listed endangered 

species, prairie ecosystems, vital marine and 

estuarine habitat, forestland, sensitive riparian 

areas and shellfish beds. Education is the first 

step to resource conservation on private and 

community lands, and through one-on-one 

assistance such as site visits and community 

events such as the Annual Orca Recovery Day 

we have been able to connect our community 

with financial and educational resources to 

facilitate ecosystem recovery. 2020 highlights 
3 

Forest Stewardship Plans  

written for forest landowners 

 

16 

Shoreline landowners provided direct 

assistance through Shore Friendly 

Thurston program 

 

8,815 

Native plants sold at  

Annual Native Plant Festival & Sale 

TCD staff celebrate together at the end of the Native Plant 

Festival & Sale in February, 2020. 

Staff offered direct assistance through site visits with 

community members. Pictured here is a shoreline staff met 

with the landowner to consult on. 

www.thurstoncd.com  ß  (360) 754-3588  ß  @thurstoncd 

2918 Ferguson St. SW Suite A, Tumwater WA, 98512 

https://www.thurstoncd.com/
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"I loved being a part of Orca Recovery Day to help my 

children make the connection between the parks we 

trek through and the impact plants and people have 

on water quality. It was a great day of learning, 

adventure, hard work, and a lot of fun!ó - Marguerite 


